
1  T IMOTHY 4 :12

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an

example of the believers, in word, in conversation,

in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

@cbpcyf calvarybpc.com
For private circulation only

CALVARY YOUTH
VOICES

C A L V A R Y  Y O U T H  F E L L O W S H I P



03

I N
T H I S
I S S U E

07

14

17

table
 
of 
 
contents

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 4  I S S U E  8 P A G E  2

For private circulation only

EDITOR'S LETTER

 

PRAY WITHOUT

CEASING

 

YFER INTERVIEW -

JULIA LIM

 

OUR DAILY BREAD

 

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE

OCTOBER SCHEDULE

23

24



ED I TOR 'S  LETTER
 

C Y V  V O L U M E  1 4  I S S U E  8 P A G E  3

For private circulation only

Dear readers,

 

It is such a joy to be able to write to you again! We are almost halfway

through our YF year and it is truly by God’s mercies and sustenance that we

are continually blessed thus far. Sometimes we do get carried away in life’s

priorities like work and school, and we tend to be distracted from the

goodness of God. Hence before you start reading this issue today, do take a

moment and pause to think about how God had seen you through the past

few hours, days, weeks or even months. Think about the goals that you had

both accomplished and failed, times where you were overjoyed and

disheartened, occasions of joy and sadness. Reflect on how despite all these,

yet we are still here. We still have what we need and aren’t lacking anything.

How we have everything that still allows us to “survive on” and how all things

work together for good, for those who are the called according to His purpose

(Romans 8:28). Admire the goodness and the grace of God shown to you,

through His creation and even His people. Should not we His children rejoice

and give Him the glory for all He has done? Well, the answer is clear, but

rather the real question would lie in how often we do so. Make it a point that

when you wake up every morning, say a prayer or even a few words of thanks

and gratitude to the One who has given us this new opportunity, a new day,

to live a life that is pleasing in His sight.

 

As we approach the closing months of the year, let us remember the youths

who are currently mugging hard and revising for their major examinations

and tests! Just to name a few: Galbraith, Narahda, Phoebe, Gavin, Joanne and

others. Even if you are in different vocations at this point in life, always

remember to place God first in all things! These priorities do take a toll on us

sometimes and cause us to turn away from Him, but remember that God,

through His sovereign and perfect Will, indeed will carry you through your

struggles and your challenges. Be encouraged that many people are praying

for you, even though you might not know it :) Most importantly, ask God for

His wisdom, peace and strength to guide and lead you. For if you honour God,

He will honour you in the end.
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IF YOU HONOUR GOD,

HE WILL HONOUR YOU.

Our meditation is taken from Psalm 90. I suggest reading the whole

psalm and if you are able to, join the Passage Memorisation team on the

22nd to recite it together!

 

We begin with a prayer from Moses. This was during the time of exile of

the children of Israel in the wilderness. We have heard countless times

how the people of God behaved in the wilderness due to their rebellion

and unbelief against God, constantly complaining to Moses and Aaron

concerning their state. The people whom God had delivered from the

hands of the Egyptians and their enemies who were great in numbers,

which He had provided a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, whom

He gave manna daily as sustenance, were disobedient to Him.

 

They were unable to see the big picture, how that without the guidance

and the power from God they could do nothing, but yet grew

complacent and hence their disobedience. Have we ever been this way

before? Neglecting the foundations of our faith due to circumstances and

begin to blame God for what He had done? Be careful, for though the

patience of God is vast, it is never unlimited.
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Throughout the Psalm, we look at the way Moses compares mere men

with God. From verses 4-11, we the combination of God’s judgement

upon man and their sins, both known and unknown, as well as the frailty

and incapability of understanding God. Our perception of time as

compared to God is entirely different, like a thousand years to us being

just a day past in God’s sight, almost like being asleep and waking up

gone. Moses goes on further to mention the lifespan of a person. We are

but grass that grows in the morning, and flourishes, but in the evening is

quickly cut down and die. As men we all stand guilty before God. Our

sins will all be shown clearly before Him on the day of judgement. Men’s

lifespan has been estimated to be 70-80 years, but yet when they reach

the end it is but labour and sorrow. Such who lives a life like this has no

purpose or calling in spiritual and eternal things.

 

That person would solely rely on the things of the world as a form of

satisfaction and achievement, thinking that these materialistic goals will

give fulfillment in their lives. But the Word of God proves otherwise.

These worldly things are but temporary, but rather it is the spiritual

things in which we desire that would remain to eternity. Have we placed

worldly desires before our spiritual needs in our lives? Even desires that

may seem irrelevant at first may take our focus away. Therefore, take

time to think about what we prioritise first in our lives. But how then

shall we be able to do so? Moses pleads to God in verse 12, that He may

teach us to number our days, and in so doing we may gain a heart of

wisdom.

 

This wisdom is not only for the mind, but also for the heart. Divine and

true wisdom to consider the things that matter in this life now, where

our hearts are engaged and inclined to a mindset of godliness. Head

knowledge is not enough, but rather wisdom to apply that knowledge in

our lives is far more important. We must realise the shortness and

uncertainty of our lives, and in so doing we may number our days and

live them to the best we can, to do what God’s Will has instructed us to

do, and to glorify Him in them.
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We will face inevitable setbacks and troubles along the way, thus Moses gives

comfort and a place to look upon, to rest upon, when we experience these

situations. Our God has been our dwelling place throughout ALL generations.

He is our Refuge and Rock, our mighty Fortress, our pillar of Strength and

Protection, our God, in whom we shall trust and not be afraid (Psalm 18:2,

27:1). He will remain throughout time, for He is the almighty, unchangeable

God, whom is from beginning to end, and from everlasting to everlasting, He

IS God.

 

Therefore friends, fear not when trials come, when we are tested and tried for

our faith. When we feel as if we are sinking into deep waters, when there

seems to be no help for us, look to your God. Rejoice and be glad! For Christ

has taken our sins and iniquities from us, in so doing we may be presented

spotless before God. This creates a new sense of living for God’s people, for

now we have a divine purpose in our hearts to live for Him. God never leaves

His children and answers every cry. Take heart then, to put your whole being

in Him, for He will carry you through the greatest challenges and the highest

mountains, for nothing can be compared to our Almighty God.

 

In Christ,

The Editor

Thought:
He is like the light at sunrise,

Like the brightness after the

rain.

Robed in splendor,

He's seated on His heavenly throne

above.

His glory fills the heavens;

He is exalted over all.

Yet this God of Heaven loves me

With an everlasting love.

Almighty, Unchangeable God
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PRAY  WITHOUT  CEAS ING

We shall ask and answer four questions. What do these words imply?

Secondly, What do they actually mean? Thirdly, How shall we obey them?

And, fourthly, Why should we obey them?

 

I. What do these words imply? 

"Pray without ceasing." Doesn’t this imply that the voice is not an

essential element in prayer? We were never designed such that our

throats, lungs, and tongues should be forever at work. Since we cannot

pray with the voice without ceasing, it is clear that audible language is

not essential to prayer. We may speak a thousand words which seem to

be prayer, and yet never pray; on the other hand, we may cry unto God's

ear most effectually, and yet never say a word. It is true that the use of

the voice often helps prayer. I find, personally, that I can pray best when

alone if I can hear my own voice. At the same time, it is not essential, it

does not enter at all into the acceptability, reality, or 

prevalence of prayer.

Sunday morning, March 10th, 1872,

C. H. SPURGEON,

"Pray without ceasing."-1 Thessalonians 5:17.

It is equally clear that the posture of prayer is of no great 

importance. If the creator had meant us to pray on our 

knees without ceasing, he would have fashioned the body 

differently, and would not have endowed us with such 

unnecessary length of limb. It is well to pray on one's knees; it is a 

most fitting posture; it is one which expresses humility. However, 

many have prayed in any posture, and the posture does not 

enter into the essence of prayer. Do not be placed in 

bondage by those to regard the bended knee as more 

important than the contrite heart.
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The place is not essential to prayer. If only certain holy places where

prayer was acceptable, and we had to pray without ceasing, our

churches ought to be extremely large, that we might always live in them,

and they would have to comprise all the arrangements necessary for

human habitations. The frequenting of someone particular place has

little or nothing to do with prayer.

 

"Pray without ceasing." This overthrows the idea that prayer is more

acceptable at particular times than at others. If I am to pray without

ceasing, then there is not one unholy moment in the hour, nor one

unaccepted hour in the day, nor one unhallowed day in the year. It is

good to have your times of prayer and set apart seasons for special

supplication. However, we must not allow this to create a superstition

that there is a certain holy hour for prayer in the morning, in the evening,

or certain seasons of the year. Wherever we seek the Lord with true

hearts he is found of us; whenever we cry unto Him he heareth us. Every

place is hallowed ground to a hallowed heart, and every day is a holy day

to a holy man. It is clear from the text that the voice, posture, place, and

time do not enter into the essence of prayer. Or else, we should be

commanded to perform an impossibility, which we are quite certain is

not after the manner of the Lord our God.

 

The text also implies that a Christian has no right to go into any place

where he could not continue to pray. Pray without ceasing? Then I am

never to be in a place where I could not pray without ceasing. Certain

people believe in ready-made prayers, cut and dried for all occasions,

and at the same time, they believe persons to be regenerated in baptism

although their lives are anything but Christian. Anything that is right for

you to do, you may consecrate with prayer. Let this be a gauge and test

to you: if you feel that it would insult the majesty of heaven for you to ask

the Lord's blessing upon it, then stand clear of the unholy thing. If God

doth not approve, neither must you have fellowship therewith.
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II. But now, what does this actually mean? 

If it does not mean we are to be always on our knees, nor always saying

prayers nor always in church or in meeting and does not mean that we

are to consider any day as unfit for praying what then? Firstly, a privilege

and secondly, a precept - "Pray without ceasing". 

 

You have permission to come to the mercy-seat for the veil of the Most

Holy place was rent from top to bottom. Among the Persians, few of the

nobility had the special right of an audience with the king at any time

they chose. Now, that which was the right of very few is the privilege of

every child of God. "Pray without ceasing," is a sweet and precious permit

to the believer to pour out his heart at all times before the Lord. The

doors of the temple of divine love shall not be shut. Nothing can set a

barrier between a praying soul and its God. 

 

Still, however, it is a precept, "Pray without ceasing." And what does it

mean?

 

Firstly, never abandon prayer. Never for any cause or reason cease to pray.

Imagine not that you must pray until you are saved, and may then leave

off. As we breathe without ceasing, so must we pray without ceasing.

Never give up praying even though you may feel it is futile for you to cry

unto God. If you were asking for a good thing and it is according to the

divine will, pray, weep, entreat, agonise till you get what you are praying

for. If your heart is cold in prayer, do not restrain prayer until your heart

warms. Instead, pray your soul unto heat by the help of the ever blessed

Spirit who helpeth our infirmities. If the iron be hot then hammer it, and

if it be cold hammer it till you heat it. No problem concerning digestion

would prevent your eating. Thus, no quibble should make us cease

prayer, for the assured success of it commends it to us. Never, never,

never renounce the habit of prayer, or your confidence in its power.
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A second meaning is this: never suspend the regular offering of prayer. If

you are a watchful Christian, you will have your times of daily devotion,

fixed not by superstition but for your convenience and remembrance.

Now be sure to keep up this daily prayer without intermission. "Pray

without ceasing", if you change the hours and times yet keep up the

practice of regularly recurring retirement, meditation, and prayer, you

may be said to continue in prayer if your habitual devotions are

maintained. Though all hours are alike to me, it is profitable to meet with

God at set periods, for these seem to me to be like the winding up of the

clock.

 

Thirdly, if we would pray without ceasing, we must be always in the spirit

of prayer. Our heart, renewed by the Holy Ghost, must be like the

magnetized needle of a compass. If you put your finger to that needle

and force it round to the east, you have only to take away the pressure,

and immediately it returns to its beloved pole again. So let your heart be

magnetized with prayer, so that if the finger of duty turns it away from

the immediate act of prayer, there may still be the longing desire for

prayer in your soul.

 

III. How can we obey these words?

First, let us labor as much as we can to prevent all sinful interruptions.

"Pray without ceasing." If it is impossible to constantly pray, at least let us

pray as much as possible and prevent interruptions caused by our own

sin. Let us endeavor to keep clear of everything in ourselves or about us

that would prevent our abounding in supplication. And let us also keep

clear of interruptions from the sins of others. If others forbid us to pray,

let us not be afraid of their wrath. Under no threats nor bribes, should we

ever cease to pray. In private let us always pray, and if duty calls us to do

so where others observe us, let us fear the eye of God so much that we

no not fear the eye of man.
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Let us next avoid all unnecessary interruptions of every sort to our prayer.

Let us try, as much as possible, not to be put off the scent in prayer.

Satan's object will be to distract the mind, to throw it off the rails, to

divert its aim, but let us resolve before God, we will not turn aside from

following hard after him. We sometimes allow good things to interrupt

our prayer, and thus make them evil. Mrs. Rowe said in a letter that if the

12 apostles were preaching in the town where she lived during her time

for private devotion and she could never hear them again, she would not

leave her closet to hear them. It would have been exchanging gold for

silver, for praying is the end of preachings. Preaching is merely the

wheat-stalk, but praying is the golden grain itself.

 

Sometimes we think we are too busy to pray. That also is a great mistake,

for praying is a saving of time. Perhaps our occupations begin early and

this we say "how can I get alone with God in prayer?" If we have no time,

we must make time. If God has given us time for secondary duties, he

must have given us time for primary ones and to draw near to him is a

primary duty. There is no real need to sacrifice any duty, we have time

enough for all if we are not idle and indeed prayer will help the other

duties instead of clashing with it. When Edward Payson was a student at

College, he found he had so many classes and examinations that he

could not spend as much time as be should in private prayer. 

 

 

MAKE TIME FOR GOD
"How can I get alone with God in prayer?"
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However, he took due time for devotion and asserts in his diary that he

did more in his studies in a single week after he had spent time with God

in prayer, than he had accomplished in twelve months before. God can

multiply our ability to make use of time. If we give the Lord his due, we

shall have enough for all necessary purposes. In this matter seek first the

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be

added to you.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We must strive against indolence in prayer in order to pray without

ceasing. No man loves prayer until the Holy Spirit has taught him the

sweetness and value of it. The men who do not love to pray must be

strangers to its secret joy. When prayer is a mechanical act and there is

no soul in it, it is a slavery and a weariness. But when it is really living

prayer, and when one prays because they are a Christian and cannot

help praying, when their whole soul is full of prayer, then one cannot

have too much of it. 

 

IV. Why should we obey this precept? 

Of course, we should obey it because it is of divine authority; moreover,

we should attend to it because the Lord always deserves to be

worshipped. Prayer is a method of worship. Therefore, always continue to

render to your Creator, your Preserver, your Redeemer, your Father, the

homage of your prayers. With such a King let us not be slack in homage.

Let us pay him the revenue of praise continually. Moreover, the spirit of

love within us surely prompts us to draw near to God without ceasing.

God is our Father. What sort of a child is that which does not desire to

climb its father's knee and receive a smile from its father's face? "Pray

without ceasing," because the Lord never ceases to love you, never ceases

to bless you, and never ceases to regard you as his child.

 

 

S E E K  Y E  F I R S T

t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d
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You are always in danger of being tempted; there is no position in life

without the threat of assault by the enemy. If a man is alone on a dark

road with enemies and has a sword with him, he carries it drawn in his

hand to let the robbers know that he is ready for them. So Christian, pray

without ceasing. Carry your sword in your hand. Never sheathe it; it will

cut through coats of mail. You need fear no foe if you can but pray. As

you are tempted without ceasing, so pray without ceasing.

 

Continue to pray, brethren, even if you do not want prayer yourself there

are others who do. There are the dying, the sick, the poor, the ignorant,

the backsliding, the blaspheming, the heathen at home, and the

heathen abroad. "Pray without ceasing," for the enemy works incessantly,

and as yet the kingdom has not come unto Zion. You shall never be able

to say, "I left off praying, for I had nothing to pray for." 

 

Just now we need to pray, for some are growing cold, and turning to

their old sins. We need to pray, for we are doing much for Christ. We have

had such results from prayer as might make a man's ears to tingle who

should hear of them for the first time. Pray, then, without ceasing.

Continue to be a praying church that when we shall stand before the

judgement-seat of Christ we may not be accused of being prayerless, nor

of being slack in the work of the Lord. I earnestly hope all this will tend to

make to-morrow's day of prayer more earnest and intense; but yet more

do I pray that at all times all of us may be fervent, frequent, instant, and

constant in prayer; praying in the Holy Ghost, in the name of Jesus.

 

THINK.

1) How much do you rely on God for your daily needs?

2) What ways have we been relying on ourselves or

neglecting God’s Word in our daily lives?

3) Take a moment to think about everything that

you value. Will it stand the test of time? Where do

those treasures lie?
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YF  I N TERV I EWS
F e a t u r i n g  -  J u l i a  L im  

Introduce yourself! (Name, age, what are you currently doing, some

interesting about yourself)

 Hi! I'm Julia, I'm turning 19 this year, and am currently working as I wait for

university offers. I moved back to Singapore a few months ago after finishing

up high school in Australia!

I've been at Calvary since I was born, I think! Calvary's pretty much the only

church I’ve known here in sg. My parents were already attending Calvary

before I was born and we were attending up to the point we left Singapore.

Even when we were back in Singapore for holidays we were at Calvary, and

have continued going here now that we’re back for good. 

The first time I attended YF was about 3 years ago! But I've only started going

regularly since I came back from Australia. 

How long have you been in Calvary, and in YF? How did you come to know

about our church?

I'll answer this question with the one below!

Is there a special memory that you will always cherish and think back on

about Church? (Back in the old church, camps, events)
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YF  I N TERV I EWS
F e a t u r i n g  -  J u l i a  L im  

Do you have a favourite hymn/song that really touched you? If so, share a

few thoughts about how the song/hymn impacted you!

Praise God for using music to impress His Truth upon us. I can get quite

anxious and caught up with the things of the world sometimes, so the chorus

of Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus is always a strong reminder for me to put

myself and the things of the world aside and fix my eyes on Him and Him

only. 

 

I’ve included the lyrics below:

Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look at His wonderful face
And the things of this world will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace.  
 

Just the small conversations and fellowship I've had with different people and

getting to know everyone at YF! It's comforting to see familiar faces each

week and knowing we are all share a common bond in Christ. 

I still remember the first few times my bro and I attended YF, back when he

moved here for good and I was going to continue high school in Australia.

The way we were welcomed and looked after was pretty special to me.

What was the best moment/moments you have had in YF? 

(Past or present)

Everyone has gone through trials and afflictions. From your experience, how

did you see God's hand working to comfort/aid you in those situations?

I think the biggest thing was that He humbled me and brought me back to

Him. In the lowest moments, when I fell into the temptation of despair and

helplessness, I really understood how sinful and unworthy I was. God turned

my heart towards Him and I could do nothing but cry out to Him and find

comfort in His saving grace. It really gave me a greater appreciation of how

all-encompassing His goodness and grace is. The end result was that I was

brought closer to Him and my faith was strengthened. Thank God for his

goodness and grace!
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YF  I N TERV I EWS
F e a t u r i n g  -  J u l i a  L im  

Do you have a life verse? If so, what is it? 

Isaiah 40:31 "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;

and they shall walk, and not faint."

(I’ll expand on this in a later question!)

Service is a great way to fellowship with like-minded brethren, improve our

walk with God and to serve Him. Are there any areas of service that you are

currently in? Or what are some areas that interest you and might do in the

future? Share with us!

I'm starting with serving in the music ministry! Right now I'm focusing on

getting settled in that area before jumping into others (maybe the CYV!). I

don't really know a lot about the different ministries here at Calvary so that's

something I want to explore further, too. 

The church is a community that continues to grow spiritually through the

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are all here to help and nurture each and

everyone to draw closer to God! What are some words of advice that you

would like to share to those younger than you? Or what would you tell your

younger self a few years back?

Something I would tell my younger self (and still myself today!) is to always

look to God for my strength. When we seek Him and rely on Him, He will give

us a strength so great that we can soar over the storms of life and continue

persevering in our faith. It’s also a reminder for me that we’re not to wait

passively for God to grant us His strength, but that we should find it in daily

QT and prayer.

If you had only one choice, curly or french fries?

Curly, obviously!

Would you rather live off bubble tea or instant noodles for a year straight?

I don't think I could live solely on liquids for a whole year so I'm going to have

to say instant noodles!
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OUR  DA I LY  BREAD

By  Dann y  Wur f e l  -  L i g on i e r  M in i s t r i e s

C. S. Lewis writes in The Problem of Pain that “God whispers to us in our

pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is his

megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” I don’t imagine Lewis had this

particular phrase of the Lord’s Prayer in mind as he penned these words,

but in all the tragedies and turmoil surrounding Hurricane Katrina and

New Orleans, God has indeed shouted at me many new lessons about

“daily bread.” 

 

Without the experience of truly needing God for our physical needs for

each day, we all have a way of taking many of Jesus’ sayings and limiting

them to the spiritual realm.

 

We’ve been clearly told that “man shall not live by bread alone, but by

every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4), and most of us

know and believe that Jesus is the bread of life, our spiritual sustenance.

All of this is certainly true and incredibly important. But if we

immediately go the “spiritual” route here, perhaps we’ve missed the

basic point. 

Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by

every word
that comes from the

mouth of God.
[Matthew 4:4]
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OUR  DA I LY  BREAD

By  Dann y  Wur f e l  -  L i g on i e r  M in i s t r i e s

My story with New Orleans and Katrina started a few years before the

storm hit the coast. After my college football days at the University of

Florida, I was drafted by the New Orleans’ Saints in 1997. I learned of an

amazing inner-city ministry in the heart of the Desire Community in the

9th Ward. I vividly remember my first trip to Desire Street Ministries: I was

driving by rows and rows of old project buildings that, in my opinion,

should have been condemned and torn down years before. Doors and

windows were missing; lost shingles exposed holes in the roofs; sparse

patches of grass dotted the dirt yards, and there was

garbage everywhere.

 

Then I saw a little girl walk out of one of the doors; that dilapidated

project was her home. I later learned the Desire Housing Project was built

upon a former landfill, that the Project was rated one of the worst in the

nation, and that it was often the murder capital of New Orleans, which

was often the murder capital of the United States of America.

 

Several kids from those projects would walk across the street in the

evenings for recreation, food and Bible studies in an old warehouse. Each

child, as he would begin to pray, would always start with “thank you Lord

for waking me up this morning.” You see, to the children of the Desire

neighborhood, waking up is truly a gift. To them, waking up each

morning wasn’t guaranteed. This was my first lesson in such simple and

dependent faith, the kind I think Jesus had in mind here.
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But something else really started bothering me. This neighborhood was

located very close to my NFL community of affluence — Desire Street was

only a few miles from the Superdome. How could there be so much

wealth in one place and so much poverty right around the corner?

Maybe when we ask God to “Give us this day our daily bread,” He’s already

answered us and provided it for us as a whole, but some of us hoard it

and others don’t get enough.

 

 

 

 

 

 

But we all know how foolish it is to hoard our things, don’t we? After all, a

direct correlation in the Lord’s Prayer is the manna in the wilderness,

which we know from the Old Testament was there only for the day. Not

only was it useless to hoard manna, it was foolish!

 

The Lord led me to Desire Street Ministries and taught me about simple

faith and His concern for the poor. I retired and joined the staff at the

ministry, seeking to help revitalize the Desire neighborhood through the

Gospel both in word and deed. We labored to meet both spiritual and

community needs. We had started a church, a pediatric clinic, afterschool

programs, and then eventually our own school, Desire Street Academy. As

the fall of 2005 was approaching, we had big plans for a new

football field.

 

Then came Hurricane Katrina.

 

 

O U R  D A I L Y  B R E A D

give us this day
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Words can’t describe our feelings at the sight of the entire city under

water. We were shocked and horrified at the extent of the devastation;

then a short while later, we realized that our own one-story home was

under water and that we had lost everything.

 

While we were indeed trying to comprehend the loss of our material

things, a worse drama was still unfolding in the city. The New Orleans’

mayor was speculating that the loss of life could be in the tens of

thousands, and we didn’t know the whereabouts of many of our students

and staff; we feared for their lives.

 

Looking at my wife and my son, I realized that while we may have lost

everything we owned, we still had everything we needed. God shouted to

us a reminder about the differences between wants and needs. I’m certain

that, to Jesus, “daily bread” had more to do with daily needs than daily

wants.

 

As we began locating our students and staff, we became convinced of the

priority to get our school back on track and find a way to care for our kids.

Incredibly, we found a 4-H camp managed by my alma mater, the

University of Florida, and they helped make it available to us. On October 3,

just a month after the storm, we reopened our school, Desire Street

Academy and ended up with about eighty-five students. Every day, new

challenges came about, but God literally provided each of our needs, each

day, enabling us to continue with our goal of transforming the lives of kids

from New Orleans.
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After relocating to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the Lord, again faithful to

meet our needs, provided a 24-acre, former Catholic school. A few

renovations later, the school is continuing to educate and minister to the

youth of Desire Street, and now to the Baton Rouge community as well.

 

Back in the city of New Orleans, we had staff working around the clock,

housing over 2000 volunteers and working on hundreds of houses. We’ve

continued to seek the revitalization of the Desire neighborhood, and

each day new doors open for us to continue having an impact on the city

of New Orleans.

 

It was a common sight to see mountains of trash piled up on the

sidewalk, and to consider that just a few months earlier, each pile of trash

was the sum total of someone’s valued possessions and treasures. How

quickly treasures can turn into trash.

 

This thought causes me to question how much of my life — my time,

treasure and talents — am I investing in what will one day become trash.

God shouted another lesson at me, a reminder to invest my life in eternal

things. Maybe in investing more of my life in eternity, I can be my

neighbor’s answered prayer for his “daily bread.”

 

 

 

 

 “Give us this day our
daily bread.”
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When I was growing up, I felt this was a pretty demanding and arrogant

prayer. Who of us had the right to tell God to give us our daily bread, or to

give us anything for that matter? But then I realized this statement is

really a simple and humble prayer, not asking too much of God but only

just enough for the day. Whether we feel it or not, we are more like the

Israelites wandering in the desert than we might imagine — if God

doesn’t provide what we need for this day, both spiritually and physically

— we won’t make it to see tomorrow. 

 

May God grant us all such simple faith. I just pray it won’t take

another hurricane for me (or for you) to experience the blessings of true

dependence on God for our real needs for each day.

I am the bread of life,
And Jesus said unto them, 

he that cometh to me
shall never hunger;

and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst.

John 6:35
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11TH

september

07/09
Revelation of Christ

(Hebrews 1:1-8)
Ps Frank

14/09
Vanity of Vanities
(Ecclesiastes 1:1-11)

Bro. Aaron Wee

Video Sermon by Dr Peter Masters

21/09
Substitution 

Received (Part 2)
Dn Weng Ngai

28/09
Biblical Self
Examination
Dn David Su
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11TH

october

12/10
YF Bible Study
(Romans 12:6-8)

05/10
Election Secured 

(Part 3)

Dn Weng Ngai

19/10
Differences between

Us and Other
Denominations (Part 1)

Dn David Su

26/10

Dn David Su

Differences between Us
and Other

Denominations (Part 2)


