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EDITOR'S LETTER
Dear Readers,
 It is a privilege to be able to write to all once again. We thank God for
seeing us through 2019 as we enter the last few months of the year.
God has been really good to all of us through the year, from enabling us
to have weekly meetings and gatherings in church, to activities planned
outside of YF to fellowship together! It has been such an
encouragement to be able to see youths gather in church on a
Saturday evening, week after week, desiring for godly fellowship and
nourishment of His Word. Truly, it is not easy for us to set aside several
precious hours of our weekend to come for meetings as we are caught
up with work, study, friends and family, and even rest. Thus, I thank you
and rejoice with you as you prioritise God and this ministry, and hope
that as you do so, YF might serve as a support for you as you continually
grow in the Word of God, and to be strengthened in Him. It is the YF’s
prayer that all of us may see YF as a friendly and loving place where
brothers and sisters in Christ can come to learn and fellowship together.
It is crucial that we integrate everyone into our fellowship groups. We
are a community and a family united in Christ, and Christ had died not
just for us, but for ALL. Hence, each and every soul that enter the doors
are all precious and have the opportunity to be saved.
Let us be reminded of that new commandment that Christ has
instructed us, that we ought to love one another as He has loved us, for
in doing so, people will see Christ in us (John 13:34-35).
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EDITOR'S LETTER
As all of you might know, it is that delightful and joyous time of the
year once again, and the Youth Fellowship has several exciting
activities and events coming up! 
Firstly, we will be having our Biennial Parent’s Night on 30th
November (Saturday). This occasion only happens once every two
years and the committee is excited to bring it back this year! It is a
time of fellowship and giving back to our parents by cooking them
several delicious dishes prepared by their own beloved sons and
daughters. We encourage YFers to invite their parents to join us as
we have a time of good food, fellowship, and a time of
thanksgiving to our parents for all they have done for us. 
Secondly, our most anticipated events are just around the corner!
YF Camp & Caroling 2019 will be happening this year! This year’s
camp theme is “Channels for Christ” and our main speaker will be
Preacher Bendick. Do come and join us and we promise you a
time of blessed fellowship, fun yet safe activities and games, as
well as a much needed break from the world and studies to focus
our attention on God and His Word for a week. Signups are
closing really soon, hence do contact Samuel or Christine if you
have any questions!
Caroling 2019 has been set on 24th December right after our
Christmas Praise Service. This would be a great opportunity to
invite friends to come and join us for a time of singing carols and
to know the real meaning of Christmas. Many activities are
planned for the night as well, so do look forward to it! 
Do keep the various committees in prayer as they plan the
different upcoming events, and we look forward to seeing all of
you there!

4



EDITOR'S LETTER 
Our devotion is taken from Psalm 18.
This psalm is a direct representation of David’s thanksgiving, also
seen in 2 Samuel 22, written in such a way of utmost fervour of filial
piety and gratitude, full of the noblest imagery found in sacred
poetry. This was David’s grand tribute of deliverance and gratitude
from his numerous and powerful enemies, which resulted in his
power and glory in the kingdom.  Commentators have also
suggested that David wrote this when he was in his old age. It
seemed that David remembered all of God’s deliverance from his
enemies since the beginning till the end, and finally penned them
down in this very psalm. Truly, this shows how much David relied on
God during times of trouble and adversary. To be able to remember
every time when we were at a lost end, when everything seemed
hopeless seems tough to do. Will we rely on God like how David did?
Will we call upon Him in times of distress just like David did in verses
3, 6? As God was to David, He is our Rock in whom we trust,
Fortress, our Deliverer, Shield, Refuge and much more. What a
blessed assurance to always have Him by our side! David goes
further on to describe God’s power and might while he was being
surrounded by his enemies from all sides and how God responded
in such great severity and speed, to support and deliver him. David
then explains the reasons why God delivered him, and it was due to
his righteousness in Him, he had not strayed away from God’s
statutes and kept himself from his own iniquity. Then we come to
Verse 30. The verse starts off with “As for God” where David sums up
and declares that God is the one and the author, the source of all
blessings and deliverance. From the verse, there are three points in
which we can encourage ourselves and one another whenever we
are distressed or faced with challenges that we see no escape from.
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EDITOR'S LETTER
God’s Way is Perfect
When we think of God’s Way, we think of how God deals with His
people, His counsel, His guidance, His providence to us, His Work
and Law as seen in His Holy Word, our bible. Every way of God is
complete in itself, because all His actions are done with utmost
justice, truth, tenderness, mercy and holiness. There is no defect,
mistake in what He does. We know that God does not, or rather, will
not disappoint us or forsake us in times of need, but instead He
faithfully and lovingly defends and protects His children. Sometimes,
we encounter problems or arrive at decisions that we do not like,
and it is hard to be able to understand why it happens, but have
faith, that in everything God does, He is doing it for our good, it is
wise and just even if we don’t see it that way, for His promises are
true and infallible, for He is Omnipotent, Omniscient and
Unchangeable Being. Therefore, we should take heart that in times
of hardships and trouble, we have a God that loves us, and every
outcome no matter good or bad is perfect in His eyes. 
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EDITOR'S LETTER
Word of the Lord is Tried
The word “tried” here means refined or purified, to emphasise that
impurities or unwanted elements have been removed by
processing it. It means that it has been tried in fire, to withstand all
tests, yet remained the same. A common example is how silver is
refined and being made pure without dross (Psalm 12:6) “The
words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times.” David had sought refuge and help in
God, and throughout all God aided him. David confided in Him,
and God was faithful in all His promises, for He has promised to
be his guardian and protector. Do we have situations where we
wonder whether God’s promises to us are true? Rest assured that
we have countless examples from saints of old to present, that
declare and approve that His promises are true, constant and
faithful. They have been tried and tested throughout all ages, yet
stayed ever so relevant in our lives up to this day. Therefore, in
times of setbacks and discouragements, turn to God, for His arms
are open wide to those who are weary and heavy-laden, for He will
give us rest. Just like in Lamentations, Jeremiah rejoices for God is
ever faithful, and His faithfulness is new every morning, Great is
Thy Faithfulness! Have hope in Him, for he will never fail us.
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EDITOR'S LETTER 
A Buckler to all those that Trust in Him
David then ends the verse with a great and encouraging example of
what God is to His people, a buckler. This part of the verse is linked
to other verses in Psalms where David expresses God in the same
way. (Psalm 5:12) “For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with
favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.” (Psalm 3:3) “But
thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine
head.” The purpose of have a buckler or shield to stand behind it
and trust that it protects us from danger. We flee for refuge in its
armour and durability. We have faith that it will hold up till the end,
for if it fails, we die. This perspective should be placed on God!
Here, David is looking to God as HIs shield and protection from
his enemy’s attacks, even the fiery darts of the wicked. David
praises God for He is able to fend off all attacks and keep him safe.
He alone is our fountain of strength, standing firm forever, our
invincible defence and dwelling place of men, in which we can seek
its shelter. Therefore, we should never place our confidence in
ourselves and our own righteousness, for we know that we can do
nothing without Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).
Thus, remember to always have faith in God, in His providence and
power when we are in need, in his grace and mercy through the
rocky waves of life, for He is our great and mighty shield, in whom
we can trust.
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EDITOR'S LETTER
Conclusion
In conclusion, remember these points, that firstly, God’s way is
always perfect, so do not be discouraged when problems arise, for
His purpose is true and He does and plans all things according to
His perfect and wonderful Will. Secondly, His Word is tried,
therefore, let us be encouraged and establish ourselves in His
unwavering and matchless Word, for God never fails and His
mercy endures forever. If we focus on God, He strengthens us
through His Word, and blesses His people with His everlasting
peace. Thirdly and lastly, He is our Shield and Defender, the
Ancient of Days! Let us humble ourselves and seek Him in all that
we do, for He will lift us up in our frailty and He will enable us to
serve Him with all that we are and have. Beloved, as we come to a
close of another year, I pray that in some way or another, you
have been growing in your faith and your foundation upon Christ.
This may seem like a secondary choice for us, but it is not. Time is
something we will never get back, and as time passes, that day
where Christ comes again to bring us home draws ever nearer.
Each and every one of us will have to make a choice, there is no
middle ground. Will you be gathered together with all the saints
that day, ever rejoicing and praising God in our eternal home, or
would you be left behind? God is still waiting for you to come to
Him, and it is my prayer that you make the right decision. 
I look forward to write to all of you again in the next year. Have a
very blessed Christmas and New Year ahead! 
In Christ,
The Editor
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The popular carol Joy to the World was penned by Isaac Watts in
his Psalms of David Imitated in the Language of the New
Testament (1719). Watts paraphrased 138 psalms through the
lens of their fulfillment in the redemptive work of Christ.
Though Watts never intended for the hymn to be sung merely
during Advent and Christmas, most hymnals properly list it as an
Advent carol. During Advent we celebrate the threefold advent of
Christ in His incarnation, His dwelling in our hearts by His
Spirit, and His glorious return at the last day. These three aspects
are each portrayed in Watts’ hymn, Joy to the World.
 

JOY TO THE WORLD
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This famous hymn is one of my favorite carols because it faithfully
conveys the resounding message in Psalm 98 that Jesus saves.
Salvation is completely of the Lord.

JOY TO THE WORLD

Christ is our Victorious Warrior whose “right hand and His holy
arm have gained Him the victory” (Psalm 98:1). He is our Savior
who, in fulfilling His covenant with Abraham (Genesis 17),
“remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of
Israel” (vs. 2) and blessed all nations. “All the ends of the earth
have seen the salvation of ourGod” (vs. 3). He is the Prophet who
reveals His Father’s will.“The LORD has made known His
salvation”(vs. 2). He is our King(vs. 6) and Judge (vs. 9). He saves us
from the penalty, pollution, power, and ultimately, the presence,
of sin.Joy to the World traces the redemption story throughout
history, from the promise in the garden (Genesis 3:15) to Christ’s
glorious return. “No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns
infest the ground; He comes to make His blessings flow far as the
curse is found” (st. 3). Tremper Longman III rightly summarizes
Psalm98’s expression of God’s salvation in three movements,
which are fulfilled in Christ our Savior, King, Judge: “Israel is to
praise God for saving them in the past” (1 – 3). “All the earth is to
praise God for being King in the present (4 – 6). “The entire
universe is to praise God for coming to judge in the future” (7 –
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We can learn from Joy to the World and Psalm 98 not to
sentimentalize Christmas by merely seeing Christ as a helpless
baby apart from His mission. Christ our Savior must also be our
Victorious Warrior and Judge. He fulfills the psalmist’s prayer for
God to “deliver me in Your righteousness” (Psalm 31:1). He makes
the nations prove the glories of His righteousness and wonders of
His love” (st. 4). He has won the bloody battle. He has put enmity
between the serpent and the woman (Genesis 3:15). “His right
hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory” (Psalm 98:1).
“God’s salvation accomplishes all that His holy righteousness
requires” (J. A. Motyer). Joy to the World and Psalm 98 instruct us
in our response to such a great salvation. 

JOY TO THE WORLD

For the believer, Joy to the World is a message of joy. Joy is a
central motif of the entire Advent season, indeed of the entire
Christian life. Our joy is in the finished work of the Lord, whom we
glorify and enjoy forever. Psalm 98 is replete with references to joy
—“Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth in song,
rejoice…Shout joyfully to the LORD, the King…Let the hills be joyful
together before the LORD.”This beloved carol echoes Psalm 98’s
command to joyfully proclaim God’s great deeds to all the earth.
Just as God has openly displayed His salvation, righteousness,
reign, and judgment in the sight of all nations, so also God’s
covenant people, all nations, and all creation, must burst forth in
praise to Him.
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 Joy to the World addresses Psalm 98’s theme that our ultimate
eternal purpose is to joyfully worship the Lord. “Missions is not the
ultimate goal of the church; worship is” (John Piper). Christ’s
redemptive work always results in an outpouring of praise, a
praise which deepens as it approaches the complete fulfillment
ofGod’s redemptive work. Tremper Longman III notes that the
believer “sings to the LORD a new song” (vs.1), which intensifies to
“Shout joyfully to the LORD all the earth; break forth in song”(4) to
all creation praising God. “The sea roars, the rivers clap their
hands, the hills are joyful” (7, 8).Our daily and weekly worship is a
foretaste of the eternal worship of the Lord before His throne,
where we will for all eternity“repeat the sounding joy.” May your
singing of this carol comfort and encourage you as you remember
that your joy is in your Savior and Lord, who has given you the
delightful duty to “repeat the sounding joy” of the “wonders of His
love” now and forevermore.

JOY TO THE WORLD 
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PSALM 73
Psalm 73 was written by Asaph, a chief musician of David, as a
song to praise God. It gives us an account of the conflict the
psalmist had between the material things he saw versus the
unseeable promises of God. The psalm can be a demonstration to
believers on how to deal with our doubts of God’s goodness
towards. 
Temptation to Envy the Wicked (v.2 - 14) 
Asaph, though knowing that God is good, had doubts about his
walk as a Christian. First, he shares that he observed that the
wicked received outward prosperity which included material
comforts in life and pleasures of the world. the ungodly live
without fear and worship of God, and yet prosper and increase in
riches. They seem to be exempted from great sorrows and
experience peace despite not knowing God. Second, he observed
that they made bad use of their outward prosperity and were
hardened by wickedness. They were puffed up by prosperity
which made them defiant against God, neither fearing Him or
having any regard for man. They believed that God would not
point out their wickedness (v.11). Overall, he noticed that while
wicked men prospered despite their lack of reverence for God,
Christians who feared God suffered great affliction and were at a
great loss. For Asaph himself, he felt that his life was much more
difficult than ungodly man as he endured being plagued and
chastened all day and every morning (v.14). This caused him to be
tempted to question the benefit of his religion.
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PSALM 73 
Gaining Victory over Temptation (v.15 - 22)
But despite all those thoughts, he managed to keep his footing
and gain victory over it. He restrained himself from sharing what
he thought out of respect for God’s people in order not to
stumble them. Instead, he went into the sanctuary of God (v.17).
Looking to God first before man should be the first resort of a
tempted soul. It is only by going to Him in prayer, reading the
scriptures and meditating upon what God has to say to us will
we understand what happens around us. Only after going to the
sanctuary of God does Asaph understand the end of the wicked.
The scriptures help him realise that the ungodly are set on
slippery places where their prosperity has no firm ground and is
not built on God’s promises which will lead to their destruction.
The ungodly should thus not be envied as their prosperity is like a
dream and will soon be woken to the reality of their destruction
and one day, God would judge them. From realising this reality,
Asaph realised and confessed that he was ignorant in
understanding God’s word and foolish in forgetting God’s
promises (v.22). He even compares himself to a beast, wanting to
live his life in momentary pleasures and satisfying worldly urges.
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PSALM 73

Fundamental Principle: God is Good (v.1)
The psalmist opens with the absolute declaration that truly, God is
good. Though he observed that the wicked seemed to prosper
and receive more riches in the world, He is good to those whom
He has chosen. It is by this principle that Asaph is resolved to
abide by and not quit in his walk with God. He chose to not focus
on his envy for the wicked, but rather on God’s goodness.
It is easy for us to see the material benefits unbelievers seem to
have over us. They may have received better grades as they had
more time to study on Sundays or they may have more material
things because they did not give a portion of their wealth in
offerings. However, we are given a greater promise by God and
that is where our hope is and foundation is built upon.
So let us remember that God is always, and only good to us.
Though our eyes can’t see it, let it be our prayer that He will help
our hearts believe that He is always, only good.

Our Approach to Temptation (v.23-28)Asaph in realising his sin
declared both that he was with God and God was with him. He
knew that God will guide him in his earthly life and will ultimately
receive God’s promise in death of an eternal home (v.24). He then
continues to praise God, declaring that God is the only one whom
he will desire. He acknowledges that the human body will fail
physically and spiritually but God will be his strength forever. God
will be sufficient for our every need. He is our comforter and
secures us as His own. Thus, Asaph declares that it is good for
him, and us as well, to put his trust in God and praise Him (v.28).
We ought to always keep in mind of what God hates and loves
according to His truth. Drawing closer to God brings temptation
into perspective for us. It helps us view lifefrom God’s perspective
as an eternal one rather than momentary.
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HARK! THE HERALD
ANGELS SING
My all-time favorite Christmas carol is Charles Wesley’s, Hark!
the Herald Angels Sing. I trust you will see why as we move
through its stanzas and consider its message. While you may
be used to the three-stanza version found in most hymnals
(e.g., Psalter Hymnal #339; Trinity Hymnal #203), I will use
a five-stanza version my congregation sings every Christmas
Eve at our service of lessons and carols.

Invitation
The fact of the Incarnation of the Son of God is for us a
powerful invitation to worship him. This is what the first
stanza is all about. The angels sing, “Hark! The herald angels
sing, glory to the newborn King; peace on earth, and mercy
mild, God and sinners reconciled!” Because of their cry, we
are invited to echo back: “Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the
triumph of the skies; with th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is
born in Bethlehem!”

Meditation: The Incarnate Lord
The second stanza is a meditation on why the angels and the
nations sing every Advent and Christmas. We sing because
Jesus is eternal God: “Christ, by highest Heav’n adored; Christ
the everlasting Lord.” We sing because this eternal Son has
become man, in what we call the incarnation. It is always
amazing to sing the doctrine that the Son of God added to
himself a human nature, what we call the hypostatic union:
Late in time, behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.
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HARK! THE HERALD
ANGELS SING 
Meditation: The Benefits of the Incarnation
The third stanza is another meditation, this time on the benefits
of the incarnation. We sing, “Hail the heav’n-born Prince of
Peace,” because Jesus gives peace. We sing, “Hail the Sun of
Righteousness,” because Jesus gives the righteousness of God to
sinners. We sing, “Light and life to all He brings,” because Jesus
opens our eyes and resurrects our souls unto eternal life. We sing,
“Ris’n with healing in His wings,” because Jesus heals us from
the sickness of our sins. The stanza then says, “Mild He lays His
glory by,” and the threefold benefits of this act of the Son:
Born that man no more may die.
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

Invocation: Dwell in Us!
Stanza four is an invocation—a calling upon—of Jesus Christ
to now be at work within us by dwelling in us. We pray to him,
“Come, Desire of nations, come, fix in us Thy humble home,” as
we long for his indwelling presence with us. We pray for promise
of Genesis 3:15 to be made real in our lives, when we sing: “Rise,
the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, bruise in us the serpent’s head.”
We pray that Paul’s teaching in Ephesians 4:24 would also be
made real in our lives, when we sing: “Now display Thy saving
power, ruined nature now restore.” The grace of the Son’s
incarnation restores our human nature. Finally, we pray to Jesus
that we would know the reality of our union with him and enjoy
communion with him: “Now in mystic union join, Thine to ours,and
ours to Thine.”

18



HARK! THE HERALD
ANGELS SING
Invocation: Change Us!
The fifth and final stanza is another prayer to Jesus that he would
change us by his continuing work in us to sanctify us and cause
us to grow in holiness. We pray, “Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface,
stamp Thine image in its place.” Here is an echo of Paul’s
amazing teaching in 1 Corinthians 15. Again, Wesley invokes that
chapter, saying, “Second Adam from above, reinstate us in Thy
love.” And because of his love for us we pray, “Let us Thee,
though lost, regain, Thee, the Life, the inner man.” Finally, we
pray to our incarnate Lord, “O, to all Thyself impart, formed in
each believing heart.”
Why is Hark! the Herald Angels Sing my all-time favorite
Christmas carol? It is not only because it powerfully proclaims
the truth of the doctrine of the incarnation, but because it
personally expresses the benefits of Christ in Christian
experience. The One who was born on Christmas causes us to be
born again as Christians.
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