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PURPOSE AND
WILL OF GOD FOR
THE BELIEVER 
(EPHESIANS 3:1-2)

For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of

Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye

have heard of the dispensation of the

grace of God which is given me to

you-ward: (Eph. 3:1–2) 

Ephesians 3 marks a new division in

the epistle.  Chapter 3 can be divided

into two main sections.

First, God’s purpose is to make a new

body of people on earth who will love

Him supremely. This is what is called

the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:1-13).

Second, God's purpose also is to make

the believer into a mature person

filled with all the fulness of God 

(Eph. 3:14-21).

PAUL  AS  A  PRISONER  OF  CHRIST  (3 :1 )

The first two verses of Chapter 3

present God's will & purpose for Paul.

Paul’s life mission was to serve Christ,

no matter the cost. He calls himself a

“prisoner of Jesus Christ”. He was a

prisoner for Christ, and he was a

prisoner of Christ. The two ideas

converged. He was in fact a prisoner

in Rome when he penned these

words. But he was also a prisoner of

Christ in the sense he was captive to

Christ and imprisoned for His cause.

Paul was there because he was

enslaved to Christ to the point that he

would bear any suffering to share the

glorious news of Christ even if it

meant imprisonment and death.

Every Christian is a

minister of Christ, and

every minister of Christ is

a slave of God. Christians

are called to serve Christ

no matter the cost 

(Matt. 20:28; Mark 10:43-

44; Luke 22:27; John 13:14).



“If ye have heard of the dispensation

of the grace of God which is given

me to you-ward” (Eph. 3:2). The

word “dispensation” denotes

“stewardship”. Paul was a steward of

Christ, and he was to exercise his

stewardship to others [you-ward].

We must be faithful 

We are put in trust of the

Gospel (1 Thess. 2:4-5; 

Every Christian is a steward

of God's grace (1 Pet. 4:10).

(1 Cor. 4:1-2).

1 Tim. 1:11-12; Tit. 1:3).

PAUL  AS  A  STEWARD  OF  CHRIST  (3 :2 )

The dual role of a prisoner and

steward are conjoined in Paul. As

prisoner and steward, Paul’s ministry

was directed for the benefit of others

– for you Gentiles (Eph. 3:1), and to

you-ward (Eph. 3:2).

As servants of God, His

grace is given to us so that

we may “minister the same

one to another, as good

stewards of the manifold

grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10).

DUAL  ROLE  OF  PRISONER  AND  STEWARD



MYSTERY OF CHRIST REVEALED
(EPHESIANS 3:3-5)

Mystery as used in the Bible denotes

knowledge that can only be known by

revelation. The mystery of Christ

“which in other ages was not made

known unto the sons of men” is now

revealed (Eph. 3:5).

The mystery of Christ was not a

creation of man's mind. Man could

have never figured out the mystery.

No man in this physical world could

ever penetrate the spiritual world and

discover the truth. 

“How that by revelation he made

known unto me the mystery; (as I

wrote afore in few words...” (Eph. 3:3).

Paul was entrusted with the

stewardship of grace by way of

revelation – a divine communication.

Paul always insisted that the

stewardship which he had received

was not of human origin.

PAUL ’S  PRIVILEGE  (3 :3 ,5 )

a truth that was not known before

the apostles and prophets.

a truth that could not be discovered

by human reason.

a truth that had to be revealed by

God if it was to ever be known.

The mystery of Christ was...

From the divinely inspired

revelation, Paul wrote. God's word is

revealed through the “apostles and

prophets by the Spirit” (Eph. 3:5; 2

Pet. 1:21). This is the paradox of

divine inspiration of Holy Scripture.

That was how the Word of God was

propagated and passed on to us.

God revealed. Paul wrote. We read.

There is no other means by which we

can know the mystery of Christ.

The purpose is that we “may

understand my knowledge in the

mystery of Christ” (Eph. 3:4). 

The privilege is that this mystery of

Christ “in other ages was not made

known unto the sons of men, as it is

now revealed unto his holy apostles

and prophets by the Spirit” (Eph. 3:5).

You are given and

entrusted with this truth

so that “when ye read, ye

may understand...the

mystery of Christ" (Eph.

3:4, see Rom. 3:2). There is

no other means to

spiritual growth and

understanding other than

engaging with the Word

of God. The question is –

what would you do with

the Word of God?

THE  CHRISTIAN ’S  PRIVILEGE  (3 :4 -5 )



MYSTERY OF CHRIST GIVEN
(EPHESIANS 3:6)

To the Jews “were committed the

oracles of God” (Rom. 3:2). That

privilege, however, did not benefit

them because they did not believe.

Paul’s calling from the very beginning

was to bear the Name of Christ

“before the Gentiles, and kings, and

the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15). 

GENTILES  ARE  FELLOWHEIRS  OF  GOD  WITH  JEWS

The mystery of Christ with respect

to the Gentiles is manifested in

three truths.

Gentile believers – all peoples of the

earth – are accepted by God in the

Beloved. No matter who we are, we

are now to approach God face to

face through His Son, the Lord Jesus

Christ Himself. 

There are no barriers to prevent

anyone from going to God and being

adopted by God as an heir of God

with all other believers.

We are “the children of

God...heirs of God, and

joint-heirs with Christ...

that we may be also

glorified together" 

We have received “the

adoption of sons” 

We are “made heirs

according to the hope of

eternal life" (Tit. 3:4-7).

We are “heirs of promise”

(Heb. 6:17).

We are “heirs together of

the grace of life” 

In Christ, whether Jews or

Gentiles, you have an equal

share in the future

inheritance.

(Rom. 8:15-17).

(Gal. 4:4-6).

(1 Pet. 3:7).



God's love is universal. God is now

allowing all men to approach him

through the Lord Jesus Christ. God

is now creating a new body of

people made up of people from all

nations and races – all centred

around His Son, the Lord Jesus

Christ. Believers now form what is

called the body of Christ.

This means that there is

only one Church 

This also means you are

fully included in the

communion with God.

There is only one body of

Christ because of the

indwelling of the Holy Spirit

in all believers.

(John 17:20-21, 23; Rom.

12:5; 1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 1:23;

2:21-22; 4:11-12; Col. 1:24;

2:19; 1 Pet. 2:5).

GENTILES  ARE  OF  THE  SAME  BODY  WITH  THE  JEWS

Gentiles receive the same promise

of Christ as the Jews did. The

promise in Christ has to do with

the glorious privilege of being

saved and living with God and

Christ for eternity in the new

heavens and earth.

In Christ, you are heir of the

promise of God (Heb. 6:17).

The promise of everlasting

life (John 3:16; 5:24; Rom.

10:9-10; Tit. 3:4-7; 2 Pet. 3:10-

13). This promise is centred in

Christ and accomplished by

the power of the Gospel.

GENTILES  RECEIVE  THE  SAME  PROMISE  OF  GOD  AS  THE  JEWS



MINISTRY OF PAUL 
(EPHESIANS 3:7-9)

Paul was made a “minister”, meaning

he was a servant. There is nothing

glorious about being made a servant,

but Paul regarded God's call and

God's work as his greatest glory. Paul

saw the dignity of the ministry. The

call to ministry was a privilege for

Paul. God did not have to persuade

Paul to be a minister. In these verses,

Paul described his ministry as a gift.

SALVATION  IN  CHRIST  CAUSED  PAUL  TO  BECOME  A

MINISTER  (3 :7A )

How did Paul come to be what He was?

Paul’s conversion on the Damascus

road was dramatic. It was also life-

transforming. Paul’s immediate

response was “Lord, what wilt thou

have me to do?” (Acts 9:6). Paul tells

us that he was set apart in a special

way to preach the Gospel (Rom. 1:1).

Paul’s conviction and commitment

to the Gospel was the result of his

knowing that God chose him, even

though he was a great persecutor of

the church, to proclaim the Gospel

of the grace of God in Christ.

Paul was saved, and he

was ready to serve

(2 Cor. 3:6; 4:1-2; 5:18-21;

Col. 1:23, 25; 1 Tim. 1:12).

Are you?



He did not give himself the

distinction of being a gospel-

minister. He was assigned “by

the effectual working of His

power”. Paul was given the “gift

of God’s grace”. 

He was “less than the least of all

saints” (1 Cor. 15:9; 1 Tim. 1:15).

Paul was honoured to be the

minister of Christ. He was also

humbled because he knew that this

was a work that he could not do on

his own strength.

Paul’s humility is expressed in two

ways.

The God who worked in

Paul’s life also works in

yours. Paul made

excellent use of the grace

that was given him (Acts

9:20; 17:2-3; 1 Cor. 1:17, 30;

2:2-4; 9:16;  2 Cor. 4:5; 1

Thess. 1:9-10; 2 Tim. 1:11). 

Will you do likewise?

SALVATION  IN  CHRIST  CAUSED  PAUL  TO  BECOME  A

PREACHER  (3 :7B -8 )

Having seen the glory of Christ,

Paul’s life mission was to “make all

men see what is the fellowship of

the mystery, which from the

beginning of the world hath been

hid in God, who created all things

by Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:9).

Christ is the Light, and He is the

One who causes man to see (John

1:9; 8:12). Paul was the Light-bearer

– the evangelist/missionary – who

bore the “light of the glorious

gospel of Christ" (2 Cor. 4:4).

Christ gave the Great

Commission (Matt. 28:19-

20). Paul and the apostles

were examples (Acts 18:9-

10; 22:14-15; 1 Thess. 2:4-5;

2 Tim. 1:8; 2:2). 

We are to obey Christ’s

command and follow the

apostles’ example.

SALVATION  IN  CHRIST  CAUSED  PAUL  TO  BECOME  AN

EVANGELIST /MISSIONARY  (3 :9 )



MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD
(EPHESIANS 3:10-13)

The mystery of Christ that is revealed

to the church also causes the angels –

“principalities and powers in the

heavenly places” (see 1:21; Col. 1:16;

2:18) – to marvel and rejoice at the

“manifold wisdom of God” (Eph. 3:10).

The “manifold wisdom” of God

denotes the multifaceted wisdom of

God, very much like a kaleidoscope.

The intricacies of the multifaceted

and unity of wisdom is unsearchable

(Rom. 11:33).

THE  WONDER  OF  GOD ’S  DOING  IN  THE  CHURCH  (3 :10 )

The church does not exist for itself.

It exists for God and His glory. God's

glorious purpose in salvation and in

the church is to show His love and

wisdom to the whole universe – to

stir every creature in heaven to

stand in stark amazement at what

He is doing.

The preaching of the Gospel

that leads to the salvation

of sinners also calls for our

praise (Rom. 11:33; 14:11; Phil.

2:9-11; Rev. 5:9-13). This

should spur believers to

strive earnestly to live to

God’s glory.

THE  WONDER  OF  GOD 'S  ETERNAL  PURPOSE  IN  CHRIST  (3 :11 )

God's salvation plan through the

atoning sacrifice of Christ Jesus was

not a contingency plan. God's

eternal purpose which He formed in

Christ Jesus would be revealed in

time so that it might be made

known through the church. This

eternal purpose was centred in

Christ. He is the very foundation of

the church. He is the chief

cornerstone (1 Pet. 2:6-7).



THE  WONDER  OF  THE  BELIEVER 'S  ACCESS  INTO  GOD 'S

PRESENCE  (3 :12 )

By faith in Christ, believers have “boldness and access with confidence” to

God the Father. The three important words here are “boldness”, “access”,

and “confidence”.

A .  BOLDNESS

That believers may boldly approach

God as a result of Christ’s atoning

sacrifice is one of the most

consistent teachings of Scripture.

The word “boldness” is derived from

two Greek words, which means

“telling all” (Phil. 1:20; Heb. 4:16). It

has the idea of speaking “plainly”

(John 11:14) and “openly” (John 11:54).

B .  ACCESS

To have access is to have the

freedom of approach to the Father.

The access to the God the Father is

always through the Son (Rom. 5:1-2;

John 10:9; Eph. 2:18).

The word “confidence” is also

translated “trust”. The level of

confidence is dependent upon the

object of one’s trust. Paul writes

that he had “trust” toward God. For

Paul, confidence arises in a context

of personal faith in God (Eph. 3:12).

This faith refuses to place “trust” in

any personal status or

accomplishment (Phil. 3:4).

Such boldness of

confident access to God

the Father is only by the

faith in Christ. In Him, we

may have confidence –

telling all – in our prayers

(2 Cor. 3:12; Eph. 3:12), and

we may be assured in our

faith (1 Tim. 3:13; Heb. 3:6).

C .  CONFIDENCE

Based on such confidence,

Paul is willing to suffer for

the church. And he asks

believers not to lose heart.

The glory of all that lies

ahead for the believer is so

glorious that any suffering

is worth the reward. 

(1 Thess. 4:4-5; 1 Pet. 2:11).



MATURITY OF THE BELIEVER -
PAUL'S PRAYER
(EPHESIANS 3:14-15)

In the remaining verses of Chapter 3

– verses 13 to 21 – records Paul’s

prayer for the church and the

believer. This is probably the second

most important prayer in all the

Bible, second only to the Lord's

model prayer (Matt. 6:9-13).

THIS  PRAYER  HAS  A  SPECIFIC  CAUSE

There are several things to note

about Paul’s prayer.

God has wrought salvation 

God has given birth to the church,

the new body of believers which

He is building (Eph. 2:11).

The prayer was for a specific cause, a

specific purpose. The phrase "for this

cause" refers back to the eternal plan

of God and the life of the Christian

believer which Paul has discussed

earlier (Eph. 2:1-3:13). No greater thing

has ever been wrought upon earth

than what God has done through

Christ. Through Christ...

(Eph. 2:1-10). 

The work of salvation and

the building of the body of

believers (the church) must

be completed. This is the

great cause for which Paul

prays, and this must be our

prayers as well.

THIS  PRAYER  DROVE  PAUL  TO  HIS  KNEES

The prayer was so important that it

drove Paul to his knees. The bowing

of knees is a sign of great need and

dependency. It shows that Paul was

utterly dependent upon God; that he

was earnest; that he was humble

before God.

Prayer is an act of humility

because we are a needy

people. “Let us therefore

come boldly unto the

throne of grace, that we

may obtain mercy, and

find grace to help in time

of need” (Heb. 4:16).



Paul addressed God as the Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the OT,

while the people of God called

upon Him in prayer, they never

addressed God as Father. In Christ,

there was a radical change in

addressing God. Our Lord Jesus

taught the disciples, “After this

manner therefore pray ye: Our

Father which art in heaven...”

(Matt. 6:9). God is not distant and

aloof. On the contrary, He is near

and vitally interested in man and

his world.

When Paul prayed to God

the Father of the Lord

Jesus Christ, he was

praying to the God who

would listen and answer

his prayer. God will

answer when we call out

to Him (Jer. 33:3).

THIS  PRAYER  IS  ADDRESSED  TO  GOD  THE  FATHER

The prayer was also addressed to

the Father of the whole family of

God. This means that God is the

Father of all believers who have

ever believed and trusted His

promise. Paul had told us that all

who believe in Christ – Jews and

Gentiles – now constitute one family

(Eph. 2:18-19). The "whole family" of

God means all His children – no

matter where they are, in heaven or

in earth; no matter from what

nation they are converted, whether

Jews or Gentiles – have one name,

and one Redeemer, and all belong

to one family.

“The whole family”

emphasises the oneness

and unity of the church.

Christians must, therefore,

be “endeavouring to keep

the unity of the Spirit in the

bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).

THIS  PRAYER  IS  FOR  THE  FAMILY  OF  GOD



PETITIONS OF PAUL (1)
(EPHESIANS 3:16-18)

In verses 16-19, Paul records six

petitions followed by a conclusion,

encouraging believers to pray and

trust God (Eph. 3:20-21).

PETITION  #1  –  FOR  POWER  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  (3 :16 )

Paul's first petition is for strength

and power of God's Spirit, for His

presence and power in the lives of

believers. The word "strengthen"

means to be made enduring to have

energy to act.

We must pray that we

"might be strengthened

with might by His Spirit

in the inner man”

(Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 12:9-10;

Eph. 1:19; Col. 1:11; Heb.

11:33; Isa. 40:31; 41:10).
The believer needs to be

strengthened with power in the

"inner man" so that he can

overcome the flesh with all its

weakness. This is the only way he

can conquer temptation, sin,

trials, and adversities.

The believer must be

strengthened with power in

order to break loose from the

flesh and focus upon the eternal

promises and call of God. He

must be strengthened to be

everything God wants him to be,

and to do everything God wants

him to do.

The source of such conquering

strength is the Holy Spirit. There is

no other source that has enough

power to conquer the severe trials

and corruptions of this world, all of

which result in death and decay.

And we know that our prayers will

be answered according to the

“riches of His glory”.



Paul’s second petition is for Christ to

dwell in the hearts of believers by

faith. The word "dwell" denotes a

permanent dwelling. It means for

Christ to take up permanent residence

of reign in the believer’s life.

To pray that Christ may

dwell in our hearts means

to be aware and conscious

of Christ within us, and for

Him to control and guide

our lives. (John 14:20; 17:23;

Gal. 2:20; Col. 1:27; 1 John

3:24; Rev. 3:20).

PETITION  #2  –  FOR  THE  PRESENCE  OF  CHRIST  (3 :17 )

Paul’s third petition is for believers to

be rooted and grounded in love. The

object of love is not specified,

whether it is in love to God, love to

one other, or in the love of God to us,

which is the root and foundation of

salvation. The point is that this must

be immovable and immutable.

To be rooted means to be firmly

established, like the roots of a tree

that reach deep and extend afar. This

love is to be grounded as the

foundation of a building so that love

becomes the basis for our relationship

with God and our ministry.

Love was the great

principle of true saving

faith. The impossibility of

holding the faith of Christ

without love is one of the

great themes of 1 John

(1 John 2:5, 15; 3:1, 11, 14, 16-

18, 23; 4:7-12, 16-21; 5:2-3).

PETITION  #3  –  FOR  LOVE  OF  BELIEVERS  (3 :17 )

Paul’s fourth petition is for believers’

understanding of all spiritual things.

God's love for believers cannot be

measured. Therefore, believers must

pray and seek God to increase their

understanding of the breadth and

length and depth and height of what

God has done for them and

the church. The more believers

comprehend, the more they will

surrender their lives to Christ and

serve Him.

The more we understand

what God has done for us,

the more we will be devoted

to Him, and the more we will

reach out to take the love

and salvation of God to

sinners (1 Cor. 2:9-12).

PETITION  #4  –  FOR  SPIRITUAL  UNDERSTANDING  (3 :18 )



PETITIONS OF PAUL (2)
(EPHESIANS 3:19-21)

PETITION  #5  –  FOR  LOVE  OF  CHRIST  (3 :19 )

Paul’s fifth petition is for believers to

know the love of Christ which

surpasses all knowledge. It is

impossible for believers to grasp and

experience the love of Christ to its

fullest measure, but we should pray

for God to help us learn more and

more of His love.

There is no greater description of the

love of Christ than the words of the

hymn penned by F.M. Lehman “Could

we with ink the ocean fill, and were

the skies of parchment made; were

every stalk on earth a quill, and every

man a scribe by trade, to write the

love of God above would drain the

ocean dry. Nor could the scroll

contain the whole, though stretched

from sky to sky. O love of God, how

rich and pure! How measureless and

strong! It shall forever more endure.”

To know the love of Christ

means to have a lively

sense of, and to be

affected by His love.

Nothing will so much

excite gratitude in our

hearts; nothing will

prompt us so much to a

life of self-denial; nothing

will make us so alive in

Christ and so dead to the

world (John 10:17-18; 15:13;

Rom. 5:6, 8-10; 8:35; 2 Cor.

5:14-15, 21; 1 John 3:16).



Paul’s sixth petition is for the

fulness of God. The believer

possesses the indwelling presence

of the Spirit, Christ, and of God

(John 14:16, 23). Each Person of the

Godhead has a different function

within the believer. 

The believer prays that he would

be strengthened by the Spirit.

Second, he prays to have Christ

dwell in his heart. Third, he also

prays to be “filled with all the

fulness of God”.  This means that

he is praying for God and His

presence to have His perfect way

in his life.

To be “filled with all the

fulness of God” is to be

totally consecrated to Him.

This is the best gift of God

to us. It gives us true

dignity. It elevates our

nature. We dwell with God;

walk with Him; commune

with Him. We become

partakers of the Divine

nature (2 Pet. 1:4).

PETITION  #6  –  FOR  FULNESS  OF  GOD  (3 :19 )

CONCLUSION :

ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  PRAY  AND  TRUST  IN  GOD  (3 :20 -21 )

Paul concludes his prayer with the encouragement to believers to pray

and to trust God. There are two reasons for persevering in prayer and

trusting God.

God is able to do ... God is able to fulfil

promises even if they are

humanly impossible

(Rom. 4:21); to make grace

abound (2 Cor. 9:8); to

subdue all things (Phil.

3:21); to guard the soul's

treasure (2 Tim. 1:12); to

save to the uttermost

(Heb. 7:25).

A .  GOD  IS  ABLE  TO  DO  WHAT  WE  ASK

"Exceedingly" – God is able to

surpass any request; He is able

to overcome and do anything.

"Abundantly” – God is able to

give more than what we ask.

"Above" - God is able to go over,

above, beyond what we need.

“All that we ask or think” – God

is able to surpass our own

understanding of our needs.



The power that works in us is that

which God has put within us – the

power of the Spirit strengthening

us, the power of Christ indwelling

us, the power of love working in us,

the power of understanding all that

God does, the power of the fulness

of God Himself.

God's power can accomplish

for us more than we can now

conceive  (Matt. 19:26; Luke

1:37; Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor. 10:13;

Eph. 1:19; 2 Tim. 1:7).

B .  GOD  HAS  EMPOWERED  US

The purpose of God in answering

prayer and in doing all this for us:

that He might be glorified in the

church through Christ Jesus.

CONCLUSION


