
ephesians
THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  AND  THE  WALK  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN

 JULY  2020

A  STUDY  ON  PAUL 'S  EPISTLE  TO  THE  EPHESIANS

(adapted  f rom  the  Preacher 's  Outl ine  and  Sermon  Bible )



SERMON

08

09

10

11

12

13

14

15

LIFE  WITHOUT  CHRIST  (EPH .2 : 1 -3 )        

THE  WORK  OF  GOD 'S  MERCY  (EPH .  2 :4 -7 )

THE  WORK  OF  GOD 'S  GRACE  (EPH .  2 :8 - 10 )

LIFE  IN  CHRIST  –  RECONCILIATION  WITH  GOD  (EPH .  2 : 1 1 - 13 )

LIFE  IN  CHRIST  –  PEACE  WITH  GOD  (EPH .  2 : 14 - 15 )

LIFE  IN  CHRIST  –  RECONCILIATION  WITH  AND  ACCESS  TO  GOD  (EPH .  2 : 16 - 18 )

THE  PORTRAIT  OF  THE  CHURCH  –  NATION ,  FAMILY  AND  BUILDING  (EPH .  2 : 19 -20 )

THE  PORTRAIT  OF  THE  CHURCH  –  ORGANISM  AND  TEMPLE  (EPH .  2 :21 -22 )



A person who wastes his life in riotous

living is spiritually dead (Luke 15:32).

A person who has not partaken of

Christ is spiritually dead (John 6:53).

A person who does not have the spirit

of Christ is said to be spiritually dead

(Rom. 8:9).

A person who lives in sin is said to be

spiritually dead (Eph. 2:1; Col. 2:13).

A person who is alienated from God is

said to be spiritually dead (Eph. 4:18-19).

A person who lives in sinful pleasure is

dead while he lives is spiritually dead  

 (1 Tim. 5:6).

A person who does not have the Son of

God is spiritually dead (1 John 5:12).

A person who does great religious

works for show is spiritually dead   

 (Rev. 3:1).

Spiritual death is the separation of a man

from God while he is still living. This is the

natural state of a man on earth without

Jesus Christ. 

LIFE WITHOUT CHRIST
(EPHESIANS 2:1-3)

Ephesians 2 is a biography of the

Christian. It discusses his past, present,

and future, showing what life was like

before Christ came, and what it is like

since He has come.

SINNERS  LIVE  A  LIFE  OF  DEATH  (EPH .  2 :1 )

Man is dead in trespasses and sins. What does the Bible say about death? Death is

separation from God, and one commentary says that means “separation of a person from

the purpose or use for which he was intended".

B .  SPIRITUAL  DEATH

A .  PHYSICAL  DEATH

Physical death is the separation of a man’s

spirit from his body.

Physical death is a certainty. 

It is the result of sin (Gen. 3; Gen. 6;

1 Cor. 15:21-22; Heb. 9:27).

A person may live a religious life,

but if he does not know (have a

relationship) of the true and

living God, he is spiritually dead.

Are you spiritually dead?



Eternal death is the separation of man

from God’s presence forever. This is

also known as the second death.

This is the most dreadful death

ever because it is a hopeless and

irreversible end (Rom. 6:23; 8:6; 

2 Thes. 1:9; Rev. 2:11; 21:8; 

Ezek. 18:20).

C .  ETERNAL  DEATH

SINNERS  ARE  DEAD  IN  TRESPASSES  AND  SINS  (EPH .  2 :1 -2 )

All sinners have a semblance of life, just like a flower separated from the stem. Sinners live a

life of trespasses and sins.

A .  TRESPASSES

The word “trespasses” means “to fall,

deviate”. A person trespasses when he

falls from the right way, deviates from

doing what is right, and wanders away

from God and righteousness.

B .  SINS

The word “sins” means “to miss the

mark”. Sin is the term that is most

often used to describe man’s fallen

condition. A man sins when he comes

short of the glory of God.

Man is ever short of God’s

perfection. He is also short of the

purpose for which God created

him (Rom. 3:23; 5:12; 6:12).

SINNERS  WALK  ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  LUSTS  (EPH .  2 :3 )

The sinner’s walk (a metaphor for “life”) is described in three ways.

A .  WALK  AFTER  THE  WORLD

The sinner walks after the “course of

this world [age]”, meaning that he

follows the world in its values,

thinking, etc.

The world is doomed for God’s

judgment. Take heed that we do

not pursue its ends (Matt. 16:26;

Luke 21:34; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15).



Satan is called the “prince of the power

of the air”. Satan is also the “god of this

world”. He influences man to sin and

defy God's Word.

Do not walk in the way of the

world for the end thereof is death

(John 8:44; 13:2; 2 Cor. 4:3-4; 

Eph. 6:12; Heb. 2:14; 1 Peter 5:8; 

1 John 3:8, 10).

B .  WALK  UNDER  THE  POWER  OF  SATAN

The unconverted man lives a life in

denial of and disobedience to God. He

lives to fulfill the desires of his flesh

and mind.

The unconverted is bound to the

desires of his flesh, and there are

eternal consequences (Rom. 1:26-

27; 7:5; Gal. 5:16-17; James 1:15; 4:1-

4; 1 John 2:16).

C .  WALK  IN  DISOBEDIENCE

Christians are saved to be

different (1 Thess. 4:4-5; 1 Pet. 2:11).

The unconverted man is a child of

wrath, not a child of God. Therefore, he

shall reap what he has sown. What he

has measured to God shall be

measured to him.

It is a fearful thing to fall into the

hand of the living God (John 3:36;

Rom. 1:18; 2:8; Eph. 5:6; 2 Thess.

1:7-8; Heb. 2:2-3).

D .  WALK  IN  THE  WRATH  OF  GOD



THE WORK OF GOD’S MERCY 
(EPHESIANS 2:4-7)

The most astounding interruption in human

history is the word "but" in this passage. Man

is dead in trespasses and sins, but God is rich

in mercy.

GOD 'S  WORK  OF  MERCY  (EPH .  2 :4 -6 )

God's work of mercy is His goodness and compassion toward undeserving man.

God's mercy is seen in three ways.

The word "quickened" means to be

made alive. We were dead in trespasses

and sins, but God has made us alive.

A .  HE  QUICKENED  US  WITH  CHRIST

Christ died for people who are

utterly unworthy of being loved

(John 3:16; Rom. 5:6, 8, 10).

He is full of mercy. He sees our

need for mercy, and He is able to

meet our need of mercy. God's

work of mercy includes His

withholding the judgement that

we deserve and providing a way

for salvation for us.

He is of great love. God's love

moves Him to sacrifice His only

begotten Son to die for sinners.

The reasons for God's quickening

There are two reasons for God's

quickening.

1. 

The means of God's quickening

God quickens us together with

Christ. Christ is alive.

2. 



Scripture plainly declares that God has

raised up believers together with Christ. 

There are two reasons for the

resurrection of Christ.

B .  HE  RAISED  US  WITH  CHRIST

As believers, we are physically on earth,

but spiritually we have been placed in

"heavenly places".

We are in this world, but we are

not of the world (Phil. 3:21; Col.

3:4; 2 Tim. 2:10; 1 Pet. 5:1; Rev. 3:21;

5:10; 22:5; Dan. 12:3).

C .  HE  MADE  US  SIT  WITH  CHRIST  IN  HEAVENLY  PLACES

Christ lived a perfect and sinless life

Christ came to earth as a Man and

lived a perfect and sinless life. He

never broke the law nor went

against God's will. With His life, He

secured perfect righteousness.

1. 

When we believe in Christ, God

loves His Son so much that He

counts the person's faith as our

identity with Christ (Gen. 15:6;

Acts 13:39; Rom. 3:23-24; 4:3; 

1 Cor. 6:11; Gal. 2:16; Phil. 3:9).

Christ died for our sins

We are sinners, and we deserve

the penalty of death, which has

already been pronounced. But the

sinless Christ stood in our place

and bore the penalty of sin. His

death could stand for and cover

any man who really trusted Him.

2. 

GOD 'S  PURPOSE  OF  MERCY  (EPH .  2 :7 )

God's purpose of mercy is to show the riches of grace toward us demonstrated in

Christ Jesus. The phrase “in the ages to come” means an eternity of ages. 

 

God is going to be eternally glorified for His grace and kindness toward us (Matt. 13:43; 

Rom. 2:4; Eph. 1:7; 2:7; 1 Tim. 1:14).



THE WORK OF GOD’S GRACE 
(EPHESIANS 2:8-10)

It has been pointed out that this

passage is the watchword for

reformation theology: "By grace alone,

through faith alone, to God alone be

the glory" [sola gratia, sola fide, soli

deo Gloria] (F.F. Bruce. The Epistle to

the Ephesians, p.51).

 

If a man wants to be saved, these

verses tell him how to be saved.

Salvation is the work of God, of God's

grace and of God's grace alone.

When Christ was crucified, He took

our sins upon Himself. Christ died for

us—in our place, as our substitute.

Christ died for ungodly and

rebellious sinners, who are

unable to save themselves 

(Rom. 5:6, 8, 10; Gal. 2:15-16, 19-21;

2 Cor. 8:9; Eph. 2:4-5).

A .  WE  ARE  SAVED  BECAUSE  GOD  GAVE  US    HIS  SON

We are sinners before the perfectly

holy and just God. We cannot save

ourselves because we are sinners to

begin with. If we are ever to be

acceptable to God, it will not be by

our own good works.

Salvation is not of man (2 Cor.

10:12; Gal. 6:3; Prov. 20:6; 28:26;

30:12; Oba. 3-4).

C .  WE  CANNOT  SAVE  OURSELVES

Faith in Christ means to believe that

He died for us. When we believe in

Christ, God takes our faith and counts

it as the death of Jesus Christ for us.

B .  WE  ARE  SAVED  THROUGH  FAITH

WE  ARE  SAVED  BY  GOD 'S  GRACE  (EPH .  2 :8 -9 )

The major point of this passage is that we are saved by God and by God alone. God gives

us His favour and kindness despite the fact that we – as sinners – deserve none of it.

To be saved, we have to believe

in Christ, and reach out and

receive the gift of God's grace

(John 3:16; 5:24; John 20:31; 

Rom. 10:9-10).



D .  WE  ARE  SAVED  AS  A  GIFT  OF  GOD

If we play some part in our salvation,

then some credit would be due us.

However, we are saved by grace and

not by our good works; therefore, God

alone deserves the glory.

God alone deserves the praise for

our salvation (Rom. 3:19, 27).

E .  WE  HAVE  NO  RIGHT  TO  BOAST

WE  ARE  SAVED  TO  BE  GOD 'S  WORKMANSHIP  (EPH .  2 :10 )

We are not saved by our works, but we are saved unto good works.

Salvation is a free gift for the following reasons.

Our judgment is all of our own

doing. Our salvation is all of

God's work (Matt. 7:22-23; 

Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-9; 

Tit. 3:4-5).

God causes the believer to be born

again spiritually (John 3:3, 5-6; 1 Pet.

1:23; 1 John 5:1).

God places His divine nature into the

heart of the believer (2 Pet. 1:4).

God makes a new creature of the

believer (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15).

God renews the believer by the Holy

Spirit (Tit. 3:5).

The believer experiences two creations –

a natural birth and a spiritual birth.

When we believe Jesus Christ, God

creates us in Him. This means ...

To be created in Christ Jesus

means that our inward man and

our mind are renewed (Rom. 12:2;

Eph. 4:23; 2 Cor. 5:17).

A .  WE  ARE  CREATED  IN  CHRIST  JESUS

Man cannot make God owe him 

Man is imperfect before God (Eph. 1:7).

Man cannot make God forgive him (Rom.

3:23; 8:6-8).

Man cannot heal God's heart 

Man cannot save himself (Eph. 2:8-9).

Man cannot make God love him (Tit. 3:4-7).

Man cannot set himself free and bring

about liberty of conscience.

      (Rom. 4:4).

      (Rom. 5:6, 8, 10).

B .  WE  ARE  CREATED  UNTO  GOOD  WORKS

A piece of art reflects the artist that

created it. We are God's

"workmanship" means that we are

God's work of art. We are God's

masterpieces to reflect His goodness.

We are not saved by good works, but

God saves us for good works.

Doing good works is not an

option for believers. It is the very

nature of believers (Matt. 5:16;

Col. 1:10; 1 Tim. 6:18; Tit 2:7; 3:8;

Heb. 10:24; James 2:17-18; 1 Pet.

2:12; 1 John 1:7).



LIFE IN CHRIST – RECONCILIATION WITH GOD
(EPHESIANS 2:11-13)

Ephesians 2:11-18 is an important

passage because it provides the

theological basis for one church,

comprising of Jewish and Gentile

converts. Believers in Christ are

not to be segregated according to

race, ethnicity, language, etc. 

Historically, before the incarnation of

Christ, God dealt with man through

the Jewish nation. Since Christ, God

has been moving on a world-wide

scale to include both Jews and

Gentiles who are willing to follow

Christ. God takes both Jew and Gentile

believers and He makes them the

citizens of His new race, His new

nation, His new creation.

Individually, whether Jews or Gentiles,

God deals with each single person (1

Cor. 10:32; Eph. 2:10). Gentiles were

included in God's salvation – example:

Rahab the harlot, Ruth the Moabitess,

Naaman the Syrian general, Cornelius

the Roman centurion, etc.

Soteriologically, God no longer deals

with divisions of nations; rather He is

dealing with a new nationality of

people, a new body of people who

make up the true citizens of His

Kingdom. These citizens are

individuals from all the nations of the

world who now approach God through

the Lord Jesus Christ.

God causes that person to be born

again; He makes a new man out of

him. God further promises the new

man that he will become a member of

God's new body and new nation of

people – His true church (1 Cor. 10:32).

It is these believers who constitute the

true family of God, and they are

reconciled to God and to one another.



SEPARATION  FROM  GOD  (EPH .  2 :11 -12 )

Sinners are separated from God. Paul is addressing Gentiles. 

There was a time when Gentiles were "far off" and separated from God. 

Paul gives six descriptions for this separation.

A .  WE  ARE  UNCIRCUMCISED

God chose Abraham and made him the

head of the Jewish nation to be born of

Abraham. Through the Jews, God

would send the Messiah. The Jews were

supposed to be the missionary force to

the world, but they failed. 

They took the blessings of God and

became insular. They called themselves

Jews and classified everyone else as

Gentiles. They had the covenantal sign

of circumcision and called themselves

by that name, but they classified

everyone else as the Uncircumcised.

Corrupt religion and religious

practices can keep a man from

God. Religious pride is

detrimental to truth and

dangerous (Rom. 10:12; Phil. 3:6).

B .  WE  ARE  WITHOUT  CHRIST

Gentiles did not know about the

Messiah. Thus, Gentiles had no hope

of the coming Saviour for the world.

C .  WE  ARE  ALIENS  FROM  ISRAEL

Gentiles were not citizens of God's

people – the nation of people being

built by God for Himself.

D .  WE  ARE  "STRANGERS  FROM  THE  COVENANTS  OF  PROMISE"

Gentiles were not the covenant

people of God. God did not approach

the Gentiles directly with the

covenant relationship.

E .  WE  HAVE  "NO  HOPE"

Gentiles lived in all the anxieties of

life and the fears of death.

Unbelievers know no hope of a life

beyond this world.



F .  WE  ARE  "WITHOUT  GOD  IN  THE  WORLD"

RECONCILIATION  IN  CHRIST  (EPH .  2 :13 )

Before, we are separated from God, “but now” we are drawn near by Christ. The phrase “but

now...” makes a forceful contrast. In Christ, we are drawn near to God and to each other. 

 

How does Christ bring us near God? The Holy Scripture declares: "by the blood" of Christ.

Paul gives two reasons that the blood and death of Christ is necessary for our reconciliation

with God.

Gentiles went through life on earth on

their own without any source of strength

or hope beyond what they could muster

themselves. Unbelievers have nothing to

hold on, rest on, and hope for.

Unbelievers face an uncertain

present on earth and a hopeless

future in eternity (Rom. 1:20-22, 25;

Eph. 4:17-19; Ps. 58:3).

Sinners have rejected and rebelled

against God. The only way sinners can

be brought back to God is for God to

forgive our sins and rebellion. However,

God would not be holy and righteous if

He did not punish sinners. 

Therefore, God must provide a perfect

Man for sinful man. This is what God had

done through Jesus Christ. This is what

God has done. He loves us with a perfect

love – a love so strong that He was

willing to substitute His Son for man.

The glorious gospel is that God

did love man that much 

(2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 1:18-19;

2:24; 3:17; 1 John 1:7).

A .  WE  ARE  ESTRANGED  FROM  GOD

The sacrificial death of Christ is the

evidence of God's amazing love for us.

God's love surpasses the love of man.

“Greater love hath no man than this,

that a man lay down his life for his

friends” (John 15:13). But God's love is

greater than that; Christ did not die for

His friends, He died for His enemies. And

by His death, we become His friends.

 

When Christ died, He died for man who

were “without strength” (Rom. 5:6),

“ungodly” (Rom. 5:6), sinners (Rom. 5:8),

and His enemies (Rom. 5:10).

B .  WE  ARE  LOVED  BY  GOD



LIFE IN CHRIST – PEACE WITH GOD 
(EPHESIANS 2:14-15)

Sinners are separated from God by sin,

but we are united to God in Christ. The

Son of God who is the Prince of Peace

died for us and offers us deliverance,

from the bondage of sin and death,

and a life of eternity with God.

Christ’s peace also gives us strength to

overcome the terrible weight of

anguish and guilt, loneliness and

emptiness, and fear. His peace also

eliminates all divisions and barriers,

and differences between God and us,

and between one another.

Paul lists four things that the peace of

Christ does for us.

The peace with God through

Christ makes all the difference

(Rom. 5:1; Col. 1:20).

When we come to the cross, we come

as everyone else. We stand as one with

everyone else – sinners who need a

Saviour. All ethnic, economic and

societal classifications are

meaningless because, before God, we

are all sinners. However, in Christ, we

are all made acceptable to God.

A .  WE  ARE  EQUAL  IN  CHRIST

CHRIST  BRINGS  MEN  TOGETHER  AS  "ONE"  (EPH .  2 :14 )

In Christ, Jews and Gentiles are brought together as one. How so?



B .  WE  ARE  BOUND  BY  A  COMMON  LOVE  IN  CHRIST

Every believer who comes to Jesus Christ

loves Him, and that common love is

shared by all believers. Love for Jesus

Christ stirs love for all those whom

Christ loves, namely the redeemed.

Christ leads us to love one

another. Christ also gives us a

common purpose which is to

preach the glorious message of

salvation (Rom. 12:5; Gal. 3:28; 

1 John 1:7).

Herod’s temple was surrounded by a

series of courts. The courts were

separated from one another by high

walls. As one approached the temple,

he entered first of all the outer Court

of the Gentiles, and he could not

proceed farther. Likewise, women

could not go beyond the Court of the

Women. Jews were given access to the

Court of the Israelites, but they were

not allowed into the Court of the

Priests. Finally, within the very heart of

the temple stood the Holy of Holies

where only the High Priest could enter.

Our society has walls built on

race, economic status, ability,

language, etc. But Christ has

done away with all barriers and

prejudices (Rom. 10:12; Gal. 3:28;

James 2:5; Prov. 22:2).

CHRIST  BREAKS  DOWN  “THE  MIDDLE  WALL  OF  PARTITION”  (EPH .  2 :14 )

Before Christ, man had to approach

God through the law. But the law did

not make him acceptable to God. On

the contrary, the law condemned him.

The law was at enmity with man.

Christ, having fulfilled the law, did

away with the enmity and

condemnation of the law.

When Christ fulfilled the law, He

became the embodiment of the

law. He is now the Way for man

to approach God (Matt. 5:17;

Rom. 8:3; Gal. 3:13; 4:4-5).

CHRIST  ABOLISHES  “THE  LAW ’  (EPH .  2 :15 )

The atoning work of Christ brings

about a “new man” – one in whom

Christ dwells.  Individually when a

man turns to Christ, Christ causes the

man to be born again. The man has a

new life; he begins life all over again.

He has a new beginning.

If any man be in Christ, he is a

new man. He has a renewed

man. He lives a new life. He has

new relationships (2 Cor. 5:17;

Eph. 4:23; Col. 3:10; Rom. 12:1-3).

CHRIST  CREATES  A  “NEW  MAN”  (EPH .  2 :15 )



LIFE IN CHRIST – RECONCILIATION
WITH AND ACCESS TO GOD
(EPHESIANS 2:16-18)

Christ reconciles us with God. The word

“reconcile” means to “change from

enmity to friendship". Two persons who

have been enemies are brought

together and reunited.

God reconciled us to Himself on

account of His love. God

reconciled and saved us when

we were enemies, ignoring and

rejecting Him.

Sin separates God from the sinner.

Sinners are enemies of God (Rom.

5:10). Sinners are antagonistic toward

God. Sinners oppose what God stands

for. When we sin, we are working

against God and promoting evil by

word and deed.

A .  WE  HAVE  TO  BE  RECONCILED  BECAUSE  SIN  HAS  SEPARATED  US  FROM  GOD

THE  MEANING  OF  RECONCILIATION  WITH  GOD  (EPH .  2 :16 -17 )

There are four things to note about reconciliation.

When a man believes that Jesus

Christ died for him, God accepts the

death of Jesus Christ for the death of

the man. The man is freed from the

guilt of his sins, and delivered from

the punishment due to his sins.

Christ bore both the sins and the

punishment for the man.

B .  WE  ARE  RECONCILED  TO  GOD  BY  THE  CROSS  OF  CHRIST



D .  WE  ARE  RECONCILED  BY  THE  PREACHING  OF  CHRIST

The message of reconciliation is the

Gospel of Jesus Christ. He was the first

to preach the message.

The means of reconciliation is

the atoning work of Christ, and

the message of the reconciliation

is the glorious Gospel of Christ 

(2 Cor. 5:18; Col. 1:20; Heb. 2:17; 

1 John 4:19).

By the blood of Christ, we have access

to God. The word “access” means “to

bring to”. The picture is that of being in

a royal court and being presented and

brought into the presence of the king. 

Jesus Christ is the One who throws

open the door into God's presence. He

is the One who presents us to God, the

Sovereign Majesty of the universe.

The Holy Spirit escorts us into God's

presence.

The Holy Spirit is the Divine

Nature of God within us that

gives us permanent access into

God's presence. 

(John 3:5; Rom. 8:11; 2 Pet. 1:4)

THE  RESULT  OF  RECONCILIATION  WITH  GOD  (EPH .  2 :18 )

Men receive the reconciliation of

God, and in turn, we are

reconciled to one another (John

14:27; 1 John 1:3-4; 2:1-2).First, in our relationship with God,

we are reconciled to Him. God is

never reconciled to us.

Second, God is the One who

reconciles, not us. We do not

reconcile ourselves to God. We

cannot do enough good work to

become acceptable to God.

Third, we are reconciled to one

another. In Christ, we are made

acceptable to God, and we are also

brought together.

In human relationships, two persons

who quarrelled, are reconciled with

each other.

C .  WE  ARE  RECONCILED  TO  GOD  AND  WITH  ONE  ANOTHER

The Holy Spirit works in us and

stirs us to move more and more

into God's presence (Rom. 8:14;

Gal. 4:6-7).

The Holy Spirit is the constant

companion with us, teaching us

to live in God's presence 

(John 14:26; 1 Cor. 2:12-13).

The Holy Spirit is the One within

us who bears witness that we are

children of God (Rom. 8:15-16; 

Gal. 4:4-6).



THE PORTRAIT OF THE CHURCH –
NATION, FAMILY, BUILDING
(EPHESIANS 2:19-20)

A nation

A family

A building

An organism

The temple

From Ephesians 2:19-22, Paul gives

five pictures of the church – the body

of believers.

CHURCH  AS  A  SOCIETY  (EPH .  2 :19 )

Our home is not on earth. 

This is just a temporary abode 

(Phil. 3:20; Heb. 11:9-10, 13-16; 

2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1, 27).

In Christ, we are no longer “strangers

and foreigners”. The word "stranger"

means an “outsider” – one who does

not belong. The word “foreigner”

denotes a passer-by, a migrant.

Before we are converted, we are

strangers and foreigners. There was a

time when we were outside God and

His kingdom. We did not belong to

God and His kingdom. We were not

citizens of God's kingdom.

However, in Christ, all is changed.

Christ brought us to God so that now,

we are fellow citizens with all of God's

people. We now have a home and all

the rights of citizenship in God's

kingdom. In Christ, we are saints – a

people set apart to God. We are also

fellow citizens – a people being built

into a new nation under God.



CHURCH  AS  A  FAMILY  (EPH .  2 :19 )

The church is also presented as a family – as the “household of God”. 

As a member of the household of God, there is privilege and responsibility.

A .  THE  PRIVILEGE  OF  ADOPTION

We have been adopted as children of

God. We are now in the family of God.

As members of the family of God,

we are endowed with all the

blessings and privileges of

sonship (Rom. 8:15-17; Gal. 3:4-6;

Heb. 2:11; 1 John 3:1).

B .  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  SERVICE

With privilege also comes responsibility.

As members of the household of God, we

have duties to perform, some service to

render for the sake of the family.

We are responsible to love and

care, provide for and teach one

another (Matt. 12:50; 20:28; Mark

10:43-44; Luke 22:27; John 13:14;

John 21:16; Rom. 12:10-11; Gal. 5:13;

6:2, 10; Tit. 2:7; Heb. 10:24; 12:28).

CHURCH  AS  A  BUILDING  (EPH .  2 :20 )

Believers are pictured as being building stones that are used to construct a building

for God. There are two important lessons. First, our Lord Jesus Christ is the chief

cornerstone. Second, we are living stones that build up the church.

A .  CHRIST  IS  THE  CHIEF  CORNERSTONE

The symbolism of the chief cornerstone says

three significant things to us.

The Cornerstone is the Foundation

Stone. The cornerstone is the first stone

to be laid. All other stones are placed

after it. It is the pre-eminent stone in

time. So, it is in the spiritual building.

Christ is the captain of our

salvation (Heb. 2:10). Christ is the

author of eternal salvation and

our faith (Heb. 5:9; 12:2). Christ is

the beginning and the end (Rev.

1:8; 21:6; 22:13). Christ is the

forerunner, and we all enter into

the presence of God after Him

(Heb. 6:19-20).



The Cornerstone is the Supporting

Structure. All other stones are

placed upon it and held up by it. The

cornerstone is the pre-eminent stone

in position and power. In the

spiritual realm, Christ is the support

of the church.

Christ is the cornerstone, and

we are fitly formed together

upon Him (Eph. 4:16).

The Cornerstone is the Directional

Stone. It is used to line up the whole

building and all the other stones. So, it

is with Christ. He gives the directions

and instructions to God's people.

We are to build our lives upon

His instructions and His

instructions only (1 Pet. 2:6-8).

If Christ is removed, the church will

collapse: no Christ, no church. Christ

holds everything within the church

together. Therefore, it is an absolute

necessity that He and He alone be

preached, taught, and lived 

(Matt. 7:24-27; 2 Tim. 2:19).

B .  THE  APOSTLES  ARE  THE  FOUNDATION

We are built upon the foundation

laid by the testimonies of the

apostles and prophets. This simply

means that the record and testimony

of the Word of God by the Apostles

are the foundation upon which the

church is to be laid.

The Word of God is essential to

the spiritual growth of believers

(John 17:17; Rom. 1:16; 10:8-10;

Eph. 4:11-12, 14-15; 1 Thess. 2:13).



THE PORTRAIT OF THE CHURCH –
ORGANISM AND TEMPLE
(EPHESIANS 2:21-22)

CHURCH  IS  AN  ORGANISM  (EPH .  2 :21 )

The Church must grow. 

It must be bringing new stones

(believers) and fitting them into

the building of God. As believers

that makes up the building, we

are expected to fulfil our

function. Every believer is

expected to be a labourer in the

building of the church 

(Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor.

4:13; 2 Tim. 2:2; Isa. 43:10; 63:7).

The church is not an organisation; it is

an organism that grows. The church is

a union of various parts of a living

being, of a dynamic body. The church

is a building that grows as more

believers are brought and fitted into

the building. The church will continue

to grow until the Lord Jesus Christ

returns.

The Apostle Peter calls Jesus Christ

the living stone upon which believers

"are built up a spiritual house" (1 Pet.

2:4-5).

These are two lessons we must take

to heart.



CHURCH  IS  A  TEMPLE  (EPH .  2 :22 )

The church is pictured as a temple universally and locally.

A .  THE  UNIVERSAL  CHURCH

All believers make up the holy temple

of God. This is the universal church,

which comprises all believers across

time (in every age) and space (in every

corner of the world).

Every believer is placed into the

temple by Christ alone. In Christ and

in Christ alone, and upon the

foundation laid by the apostles, is

God's building being structured.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is

open to all people everywhere

regardless of race, class or

status (Matt. 28:19; Mark 13:10;

16:15; Luke 24:47; Rom. 10:12; 

Gal. 3:28; Rev. 14:6).

B .  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH

Paul switches from “all” (Eph. 2:21),

which denotes all believers – Jews and

Gentiles from every place – to “ye”

(Eph. 2:22), which denotes believers in

Ephesus. Here, Paul is referring

specifically to the church at Ephesus -

the local church.

Each local church is a testimony for

Christ at a particular location. Every

member in a local church is an

integral and essential stone being

placed and fitted into church at that

place (Eph. 4:16; 1 Pet. 2:5).

The local church exists for the purpose

of providing a habitation, a home for

the presence of God — through His

Spirit. The local church is where

ministry is done, and believers serve.

The effectiveness of any local

church depends upon the extent

in which we submit to the

leading and control of the Holy

Spirit (John 14:17; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor.

3:16; 6:19; 2 Tim. 1:14; 1 John 2:27).


