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The sinfulness of man must be seen in juxtaposition with the kindness of God for us to fully 
appreciate the love of God. Salvation is God reaching down to the depths of our sin and saving 
us. David writes that God “brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, And 
set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings” (Psalm 40:2) 
 

THE SINFULNESS OF MAN (3:3) 

▪ Foolishness – lack of wisdom that prompted by 
unbelief and distrust of the Word of God (1 
Timothy 6:9) 
 

▪ Disobedience – rebellion against God. 
 
▪ Deception – being led astray to live apart from 

faith in God. 
 
▪ Serving divers lusts and pleasures – enslavement 

to your carnal desires. 
 

▪ Malice – wickedness that wishes evil upon others. 
 

▪ Envy – ill-will toward another person because of 
what he is or what he has. 
 

▪ Hatred – being resentful. 
 

▪ Hating one another – outright hostility that is 
expressed our attitudes and deeds.  

 
These are the things that are indicative of the fallen 
human condition. The sinner cannot deliver himself 
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from that sinful condition because he is “dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). 
 

THE KINDNESS OF GOD (3:4-7) 

Titus 3:4-7 is one long sentence, and it begins with 
“but” – a contrast. Despite our sinfulness, “the 
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared” (Titus 3:4) 
 

A. The Goodness of God 

The kindness of God is His goodness (Romans 
2:4) and gentleness (Galatians 5:22; Ephesians 
2:7). 

 

B. The Love of God Toward Man 

The phrase “love toward man” is the word from 
which we get our English word “philanthropy,” 
which is love towards individuals in distress (see 
Acts 28:2). 
 
The whole redemptive ministry of our Lord Christ 
as the highest form of philanthropy because God 
showed His kindness toward us not because we 
are pitiable, but even when we were in rebellion 
to Him. 
 

C. The Saving Grace of God 

▪ Salvation is accomplished by “the washing of 
regeneration.” Every sinner is covered in sin 
until God saves him and cleanses him (see 
Ezekiel 16:4-9). 
 

▪ Salvation is accomplished through renewing 
by the Holy Ghost. The renewing of the Holy 
Ghost is a corollary to the washing of 
regeneration. It speaks of the transformation 
of the sinner (Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 
5:17; Colossians 3:10). 

 
▪ Salvation is accomplished through the 

justification of the sinner by God's grace 
(Romans 3:23-24). 
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CONCLUSION 

Salvation is God reaching down to us in pity; it is NOT 
our going before God with our good works. We are 
saved NOT because we have made ourselves worthy. 
We are saved only because in the mercy of God, it 
pleased Him to pour out His kindness toward us. 
 
Christians are slave who owed ten thousand talents, 
and we do not have the means to settle the debt. But 
God is moved with compassion and forgives us.  
 
And having received God's grace and mercy, we 
extend them to others in the name of Christ.  
 
 


