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Proverbs 22:28

History of the BP Movement

Seventy years ago, the Singapore Bible-Presbyterian Movement was founded. Then it was hailed as the 21st Century
Reformation, aptly named because of the incursions of liberal theology into Presbyterian Church.

 
On the 70th Anniversary of the BP Movement, it is good and needful for Bible-Presbyterians to know, remember and

celebrate the roots of the BP Church; the reasons our founding founders separate from the mainline Presbyterian church;
the doctrinal distinctives for which they fought and defended. It is important for our members to know from whence we

come so that we may get a sense of the direction in which we should be heading.

B Y  P A S T O R  I S A A C  O N G



Nailed the 95 Theses to the
door of the Wittenberg
Castle on 31 October 1517.
Summoned to the Diet of
Worms in 1521, when he
declared, “My conscience is
bound in the word of God.”
Excommunicated from the
Roman Catholic Church in
January 1521.

Martin Luther
(1483 –  1546)

Born and educated in
France but later moved to
Geneva and founded the
Geneva Academy in 1559,
which was headquarters of
the Reformed Faith.
Wrote the Institutes of the
Christian Religion, which
became the theological
formulation of the Reformed
Faith. The edition was
published in August 1559.
Established the Presbyterian
form of government – the
rule by elders.

John Calvin 
(1509-1564)

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland
Appointed preacher and
tasked to promote the
Reformation by Thomas
Cranmer, Archbishop of
Canterbury during the reign
of King Edward VI.
Fled to Geneva to escape the
persecution of Mary, who
succeeded the throne upon
the death of Edward. 
Studied under John Calvin.
Returned to Scotland in 1559
and founded the Presbyterian
Church of Scotland.

John Knox 
(1514-1572)

Formed the majority of the
Westminster Assembly, who
composed the Westminster
Confession of Faith, which is
the body of doctrine to which
the BP Church subscribes. 
Produced a document called
The Presbyterial Form of
Government, which
advocates the rule by
presbyters (elders).

The Puritans and
Westminster

Assembly

The burning bush became
the symbol of the
Presbyterian church, with the
motto “ardens sed virens,”
which means “burning but
flourishing”
The first Presbytery in
American was formed in 1706.
There was a constant battle
between Old School and New
School Presbyterians, which
the former holding to
orthodox Reformed Theology.

The burning bush

Stood for and defended the
authority and supremacy of
the Holy Scripture
Founded the Westminster
Theological Seminary in 1929
Defrocked by PCUSA in 1936
Founded the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC) in
1936

Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)



Student at Westminster
Theological Seminary 
Founded the Bible
Presbyterian Church (BPC)
in 1937
Founded Faith Theological
Seminary in 1937
Founded the International
Council of Christian
Churches (ICCC) in 1948
Teacher of Rev Timothy Tow

Carl McIntire
(1906-2002)

Methodist evangelist and
revivalist
Preached all over east Asia
from China to Indonesia
Under his preaching, Rev
Timothy Tow and Dr Tow
Siang Hwa were converted
and gave themselves to the
full-time Gospel ministry.

John Sung 

宋尙节
(1901-1944)

Founded the Singapore BP
Church in 1955, and was the
founding pastor of Life BP
Church.
Founded the Far Eastern
Bible College in 1960

Timothy Tow
(1920-2009)

"... ye should earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered

unto the saints.."

Younger brother of Timothy Tow
Founded Calvary Bible-Presbyterian Church in 1972
Founded several BP Churches in Australia, Canada,
the United Kingdom.

Tow Siang Hwa (1925-2019)
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2 Timothy 3:16   |   2 Peter 1:20-21

2 Timothy 3:16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness:



THE BIBLE IS NOT 

THE WORD OF GOD.

The Bible is a work of fiction. It is

pure fantasy. It is nothing but a fairy

tale. This is the view of the

unbeliever. Bible-Presbyterians

totally reject this view.

THE BIBLE CONTAINS 

THE WORD OF GOD.

Some parts of the Bible are true (e.g.

spiritual matters). Some parts of the

Bible are not (e.g. miracles, origin of

man). This is the view of the liberal and

the neo-orthodox theologian. Bible-

Presbyterians also totally reject this

view.

 

How do you tell which parts of the Bible

are God's word, and which parts of the

Bible are not?

THE BIBLE CONTAINS

SOME OF GOD'S WORD.

The Bible contains some of God's word,

but God's word is also found in other

books (e.g. The Book of Mormon,

apocryphal and pseudepigraphal

writings, dreams and visions). The result

is a Bible of their own making. 

 

The liberal / neo-orthodox theologian

who believes that the Bible is part-true

and part-false is a functional atheist.



THE BIBLE IS 

THE WORD OF GOD.

2 Timothy 3:16

2 Peter 1:20-21

The Bible is “God-breathed.”

Divine inspiration means that the

Bible originated God; He is the

divine author who sent forth His

Word through men. 

The Bible writers were

superintended by the Holy Ghost,

which ensures the inerrancy and

infallibility of the Bible.

THE POSITION OF THE BP

CHURCH ON THE BIBLE.

Verbal – divine inspiration extends to

the words of the Bible. The words of

Scripture are God's words. 

Plenary – divine inspiration applies to

the entire Bible. All the words of

Scripture are God's words.

“We believe in the divine, verbal and

plenary inspiration of the Scriptures in

the original languages, their consequent

inerrancy and infallibility, and, as the

Word of God, the Supreme and final

authority in faith and life” (Constitution,

Article 4.2.1).

The Best Bible is
the READ Bible.
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Psalm 19

Authority of Scriptures
In conjunction with the series of messages on “The History of the Bible-Presbyterian Movement” we look at the

topic “Authority of Scriptures” from the text of Psalm 19. 

An overview of the purpose of this psalm of David is to help us see the Glory of God in the way He revealed
Himself to man and how that revelation through Nature and Scripture is able to Nurture the faith and practice

of the redeemed of the LORD.



I. The General Revelation of God through Nature
V .1  THE  HEAVENS  DECLARE  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD ;

AND  THE  FIRMAMENT  SHEWETH  HIS  HANDYWORK .

How  can  there  be  no  Creator  when  there  is

such  grandeur ,  beauty ,  orderliness ,  design

and  logical  arrangement  in  the  heavens?

Suppose  you  are  presented  with  a

masterpiece  painting  …would  you  not  be

interested  to  f ind  out  who  is  the  artist?

And  even  i f  you  don ’t  know  the  source

wouldn ’t  it  be  foolish  i f  you  conclude  that

it  appeared  by  itself? Psalm  14 :1  “The  fool

hath  said  in  his  heart ,  There  is  no  God .

They  are  corrupt ,  they  have  done

abominable  works ,  there  is  none  that

doeth  good ” .  

God  is  the  Creator  of  the  Universe .



II. The Special Revelation of God

through Scripture

While  the  General  revelation  of  God

by  Nature  tells  us  that  God  is  our

Creator ,  the  Special  revelation  of  God

by  Scripture  goes  further  to  instruct

us  of  who  is  God  and  what  He  did  to

make  His  Redemption  Plan  of

Salvation  known .

"For the wages
of sin is death;
but the gift of
God is eternal
life through
Jesus Christ
our Lord."

Romans  6 :23

THE NEED
Scripture  tel ls  us  that  as  descendants

of  Adam ,  mankind  is  lost  in  sin .

Romans  6 :23   “For  the  wages  of  sin  is

death ;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal

l i fe  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ” .

John  3 :16   “For  God  so  loved  the  world ,

that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son ,

that  whosoever  believeth  in  him

should  not  perish ,  but  have

everlasting  l i fe ” .  Out  of  His  love ,  the

Holy  God  sent  His  Son  who

condescended  to  us  to  be  the  perfect

sacrif ice  for  the  sins  of  the  world .  On

the  cross  Jesus  suffered ,  shed  his

precious  blood ,  died  and  rose  from

the  dead  to  save  the  elect  of

repentant  sinners .

V .7-9



V.7 THE LAW OF THE LORD IS PERFECT,

CONVERTING THE SOUL: THE TESTIMONY OF THE

LORD IS SURE, MAKING WISE THE SIMPLE. 

V.8 THE STATUTES OF THE LORD ARE RIGHT,

REJOICING THE HEART: THE COMMANDMENT OF

THE LORD IS PURE, ENLIGHTENING THE EYES.

V.9 THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS CLEAN, ENDURING

FOR EVER: THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD ARE

TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS ALTOGETHER

A U T H O R I T Y  O F  S C R I P T U R E  F O R
O U R  F A I T H  A N D  P R A C T I C E

T H E  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  S C R I P T U R E  
based  on  the  Authority  of  the  LORD

Himself  is  stated  six  t imes  in  v  7 ,8 ,9

T H E  T I T L E S  O F  S C R I P T U R E  
are  described  six  t imes  –  The  law ,

testimony ,  statutes ,  commandment ,

fear ,  judgments .

T H E  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F
S C R I P T U R E
are  given  six  t imes  –  perfect ,  sure ,

r ight ,  pure ,  clean ,  true .

T H E  B L E S S I N G S  O F  S C R I P T U R E
are  elaborated  six  t imes  -  converting

the  soul ,  making  wise  the  simple ,

rejoicing  the  heart ,  enlightening  the

eyes ,  enduring  for  ever ,  true  and

righteous  altogether .

III. The Six Statements

A. THE LAW OF THE LORD IS PERFECT
CONVERTING THE SOUL

Perfect  means  complete ,  lacking

nothing .  It  covers  everything  that  is

necessary  for  us  to  know  the

complete  revelation  of  God .  The

Bible  is  God ’s  Law  –  authoritative ,

non-negotiable .  It  is  not  some  ideas

or  suggestions  for  hearers  to  consider

its  authenticity .  Ezra  7 :10  –  “For  Ezra

had  prepared  his  heart  to  seek  the

law  of  the  LORD ,  and  to  do  i t ,  and  to

V .7-9

teach  in  Israel  statutes  and  judgments . "

The  prophets  of  old  proclaimed  the

message  of  God  with  holy  boldness

“Thus  Saith  The  LORD ”  ( Isa  7 :7 ,  Jer  2 :2 ,

Eze  5 :5 ) .  God ’s  law  is  able  to  convert

the  soul  –  the  inner  man  by  working

within  the  heart  of  man .



Scripture is God’s Testimony of Himself

through Scripture. The Bible is the

Self-revelation of God. It is Sure -

unwavering, trustworthy. The apostle

Peter testified that the Bible is the

more sure word of prophecy when he

compared his experience with the

Lord Jesus in the mount of

Transfiguration (II Peter 1:18,19). The

Scripture is the final Authority. The

effects - it makes wise the simple.

God’s Word has the power to humble

and transform an open-minded person

without discernment to one who is

wise to discern aright.

B. THE TESTIMONY OF THE LORD IS
SURE, MAKING WISE THE SIMPLE

The statutes are the precepts, the

doctrines of Scripture that laid out the

right path. Psalm 119:105 – “Thy word is a

lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my

path”.  Scripture produces joy in the

heart if you walk in its path. Jeremiah

was able to rejoice even though he was

persecuted for his faithfulness in

proclaiming God’s Word to Judah.

Jeremiah 15:16 – “Thy words were found,

and I did eat them; and thy word was

unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine

heart: for I am called by thy name, O

LORD God of hosts”. Colossians 3:16 –

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you

richly in all wisdom; teaching and

admonishing one another in psalms

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing

with grace in your hearts to the Lord”.

C. THE STATUTES OF THE LORD ARE
RIGHT, REJOICING THE HEART

The Scripture is God’s pure and clear

Commandment for us to obey.

Disobedience means judgment.

Obedience means blessing. We echo

the prayer of Psalm 119:18 – “Open thou

mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous

things out of they law”. In humble

obedience we will be able to see from

the mirror of God’s Commandment the

wondrous Truth therein.

D. THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD IS
PURE, ENLIGHTENING THE EYES.

The word “fear” is used in relationship

to the Scripture teaching us to revere

the LORD the Holy God. This attitude

of holy reverence is clean, without

corruption, enduring, relevant,

timeless. Proverbs 9:10 says – “The fear

of the LORD is the beginning of

wisdom: and the knowledge of the

holy is understanding”.

E. THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS CLEAN,
ENDURING FOREVER



IV. The Reception and Nurture

of man through Scripture

Receive  the  Authority  of

Scripture  in  v .10  “more  to  be

desired  are  they  than  gold ,

yea ,  than  much  f ine  gold :

sweeter  also  than  honey  and

the  honeycomb ”

Accept  the  warning  and

blessing  of  Scripture  in  v .11

“moreover  by  them  is  thy

servant  warned :  and  in

keeping  of  them  there  is

great  reward ”

Take  heed  to  the  admonition

about  hidden  sins  we  read  in

v .12  – “Who  can  understand  his

errors? cleanse  thou  me  from

secret  faults ”

In  order  for  Scripture  to  nurture

our  faith  we  must : -

V .  10-14

Ask  the  Lord  to  guard  against

wilful  sins  v .13  - “Keep  back  thy

servant  also  from

presumptuous  sins ;  let  them

not  have  dominion  over  me :

then  shall  I  be  upright ,  and  I

shall  be  innocent  from  the

great  transgression ”

We  respond  to  the  Nurture  of

Scripture  with  humble  repentant

heart  of  every  sin  in  submission  to

the  Lord  and  in  obedience  to  His

Word .  We  make  the  prayer  of

David  our  very  own  … “O  LORD  Let

the  words  of  my  mouth ,  and  the

meditation  of  my  heart ,  be

acceptable  in  thy  sight ,  O  LORD ,

my  strength ,  and  my  redeemer ”  (v .

14 ) .

Since God is the Righteous Judge of

all the earth, the Scripture is

therefore His final verdict of His

righteous judgment. God judges over

all things by His Word. Scripture is

Truth (John 17:17). The Bible ends

with a warning in Revelation 22:18,19

that no one is to add or to subtract

from what God had written.

F. THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD ARE
TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS ALTOGETHER

We  thank  God  for  giving  us  His  Inerrant ,  Infall ible ,  Authoritative  Word

for  our  spiritual  nurture  to  worship  and  serve  Him  to  His  Glory  and  Praise .


